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The role of the hilali migration in the arabization of society

and the state in central maghreb
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Abstract The Islamic Maghreb has long been a destination for human
migrations throughout history. Among these, the largest and most impactful
was the Hilali migration, which took place during the fifth century
AH/eleventh century AD. This migration left a profound mark on the

region, both negatively and positively, altering the structure of its
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civilizational landscape. While many researchers have often criticized the
Hilali migrations, viewing them as a source of destruction and turmoil for the
region during that era, it is important to recognize a significant outcome of
their presence—the Arabization of both society and state. At the time, this
Arabization played a crucial role in establishing and strengthening the Arabic
language, especially after the developments that followed the Islamic
conquests of the Maghreb. This raises key questions: What were the specific
influences of the Hilali Arabs on the Islamic Maghreb? Did their migration
have impactful roles in shaping society and governance in the medieval

Maghreb.

Keywords: the Hilali Arabs - Arabization - the Islamic Maghreb - the state

- society
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