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Abstract: This dissertation aim to sheds light on the activity of the Teutonic
Knights in the Baltic region, Where its members led with overflowing
enthusiasm a crusade movement beyond the Oder River against the pagan
enclaves of Prussians, Livonians, and Lithuanians which their lands formed a
natural extension and a vital area for Germania region. And Within decades, the
organization of the Teutonic Knights succeeded in establishing a sprawling state
that was historically called "Ordenstaat”, which posed a threat to its neighbors.
There is no doubt that the threat of the organization's state prompted the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania and the Kingdom of Poland to form a strong military
alliance that forced these knights to confront on several fronts that resulted in a
shift in the balance of the conflict in favor of the alliance, it was a sign of the
imminence of the twilight of the organization and its end. In fairness, it should
be recognized the tangible civilizing role that was associated with the expansion
movement of these German knights in the Baltic region by as the Teutonic
knights succeeded in moving the Balts from the darkness of ignorance, the chaos
and decadence to the lights of civilization.

Keywords: Teutonic knights, Prussia, Livonia, The Balts, Grand duchy of
Lithuania, Battle of Tannenberg, Treaty of Thorn.
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