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Abstract:

Francois Pétis de La Croix’s “A Memoir on Algiers” (1695) is one of the
earliest French texts offering a comprehensive account of Algiers during the
Ottoman era. Written at a time of growing European interest in the Islamic
Maghreb, the memoir combines detailed observation with intelligence-
gathering purposes.

Algiers 1s depicted both as a city of strict military organization and cultural
diversity, and through stereotypical portrayals that reinforce European
perceptions of the “Muslim Other” as unfamiliar and backward. While Pétis
de La Croix provides meticulous descriptions of the city’s fortifications,
governance, naval forces, and economic and social life, his account also
reflects cultural bias and a sense of European superiority. Overall, the text
represents an early form of orientalist writing and serves as an important
instrument in producing knowledge that later facilitated French colonial
ambitions.
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