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Abstract:

The Waqf system is one of the most important Islamic
charitable institutions that has_played. a vital role throughout
history in social, econemic, ‘and‘ cultural development. It
represents a model of “solidarity;” altruism, and social
responsibility, contributing. to.the welfare of society in various
fields, including religious, educational, and social domains.

This study aimed to explore the reality of Wagf in the city
of Aflou, Algeria, by*analyzing its practices, the motivations
behind endowments, and the challenges it faces. The research
relied on a-mixed methodology, including field interviews with
local _residents, leaders, and Waqf administrators, as well as
observation of Waqf institutions and their activities.

The findings indicate that most citizens primarily dedicate
their endowments to religious purposes, such as mosques, Quranic
schools, and zawiyas, with less attention to social causes. The
motivations for Waqf are influenced mainly by religious values,
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followed by social considerations. Factors such as family
upbringing, local culture, and personal experiences strongly shape
attitudes toward endowment. Furthermore, the study revealed that
legal, administrative, and social obstacles limit the effectiveness
of Wagf and hinder its developmental role.

The research concludes that reviving Wagf in Algeria
requires modern investment mechanisms, legal protection, active
participation of civil society, and public awareness campaigns.
Properly managed Wagqgf can serve as a sustainable source for
social and economic development, creating opportunities for
employment, supporting infrastructure, and contributing to the
general welfare of society.
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