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The philosophy of law according to Kant: between
natural law and positive law
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Abstract
The philosophy of law is of great importance, as it serves as a link between law and
philosophy. It is often confused with the science of law. There has been a debate
between natural law philosophers and positivists, with some arguing that law's role
is to affirm, formalize, and protect natural rights, while others claim it is limited to
protecting agreed-upon rights. In light of this debate, the present research aims to
define Kant’s philosophy of law and to situate it within its appropriate conceptual
framework. Based on a rigorous analytical approach, we conclude that Kant viewed
freedom as the highest natural right, and considered its protection to be the primary
goal of law. He emphasized that the organization of the state and the international

society should be based on protecting natural human rights and reconciling citizens'
freedoms through laws issued by their collective will.
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