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Abstract:

This article examines the social and-cultural factors that
explain the limited aspirations .of Algerian entrepreneurs to
expand their businesses. It.addresses the central question: how
does social structure “influence entrepreneurial behavior,
especially regarding expansion decisions? Based on semi-
structured interviews with-12 entrepreneurs from various regions
and sectors, the-study analyzes their representations of the
enterprise,-ownership, and failure using concepts such as social
embeddedness, bounded rationality, and symbolic capital. The
findings®show that the enterprise is seen as an extension of
identity and a source of status, and that fear of failure functions
as a symbolic threat rather than merely an economic risk.
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