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Abstract:

This study examines the phenomenon of the forced recruitment of
children in armed conflicts as a grave violation of international
humanitarian law and international human rights law, focusing on the
degree of alignment between the international and national legal
frameworks in lrag. It analyzes the extent to which Iragi legislation
complies with relevant international obligations, particularly the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocol, the
Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, and the Rome Statute.

The research adopts a comparative analytical methodology,
combining the examination of national and international legal texts with a
case study of Iraq after 2003 to document recruitment patterns, the role of
armed groups, and to assess governmental and international responses. The
findings reveal partial legislative alignment, yet significant legal and
institutional gaps remain—most notably the absence of explicit criminal
provisions and effective monitoring mechanisms—necessitating the
completion of the legal framework and the strengthening of institutional
coordination. The study concludes with legislative and policy
recommendations aimed at enhancing the protection of children from forced
recruitment and ensuring the harmonization of national law with
international standards.

Keywords: Child recruitment, armed conflicts, Iraqi law, international
instruments, legal protection, child rights.
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