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Marginalization of the humanities in light of the

dominance of technical-economic logic: a critical
approach in light of complex thought
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Abstract

This study examines the marginalization of the humanities and social sciences within
contemporary epistemic and educational systems, asking why societies privilege
understanding the genome over understanding suffering, and Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) over human dignity. It argues that this marginalization is not an
intrinsic deficiency of these disciplines, but a structural effect of a reductionist
paradigm historically grounded in separation, reduction, and determinism,
reinforced by a techno-economic logic that reduces knowledge to what is
measurable and marketable. Adopting a critical-synthetic approach, the research
draws on Edgar Morin's complexity theory, Martha Nussbaum's critique of
education for profit, Charles Percy Snow's two cultures thesis, and Arab
contributions by Yomna Tarif Al-Khouli and Abderrahim Al-Atri. Findings reveal
that hyper-specialization produces Morin's blind intelligence, that labor markets
paradoxically demand humanistic skills they refuse to fund, and that the Arab crisis
is doubly compounded. Genuine restoration requires deep epistemic reform—
replacing separation and reduction with distinction and connection.

Keywords: Humanities; marginalization; technical-economic logic; complex
thought; blind intelligence; education reform; Arab reality.
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