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Collective trauma and the reshaping of society: A
sociological reading of post-terrorist societies
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Abstract:

This article seeks to.offer a multidimensional sociological
reading of the phenomenon of\post-trauma in societies affected
by terrorism, moving. _beyond traditional psychological or
security-centered approaches that often confine their analysis to
the individual orvsecurity*dimensions of terrorist events. The
study is grounded in‘the*hypothesis that collective trauma is not
merely a temporary<occurrence, but rather a structural social
phenomenon embedded in the cultural, political, and symbolic
contexts. ofssociety. As such, it profoundly shapes collective
identity, social bonds, the structure of collective memory, the
public sphere, and even the formulation of public policies.
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The article adopts a focused theoretical and analytical
approach, supported by a comparative framework drawing on
contemporary Arab and Western sociological studies. This
framework aims to deconstruct the mechanisms of societal
recovery while simultaneously examining their limits and
possibilities. The study concludes that recovery from the effects
of terrorism cannot be understood as a linear process or a rapid
technical solution; instead, it should be viewed as a long-term,
dynamic social process in which power relations, culture, and
symbolic economy intersect, forming a complex network of
interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.
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Collective trauma, terrorism, societal recovery, collective
identity, collective memory, sociology of disasters.
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as Leudll 39(PTSD) (American Psychiatric Association, 2013).
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