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Abstract

The main currents in Arab thought, whether religious, liberal,
or Marxist, have critiqued Orientalism in various ways and
directions. Almost no book by a major Arab thinker is devoid of a
specific stance on Orientalism in its different dimensions, whether
in terms of methodology or subject matter—analyzing, criticizing,
responding to its arguments, explaining its relationship with
Western centrism, or examining how the East, and Arabs in
particular, perceive it. This research addresses this issue through the
perspectives of two prominent thinkers, Anouar Abdel-Malek and
Hassan Hanafi, in an attempt to explore the methodology and
content of their critical discourse, its place in contemporary Arab
thought, and to provide a reading of both Arab and Western
perspectives on Orientalism. It also examines the position of their
respective civilizational projects—Nahda (Renaissance) and
Cultural Specificity (Al-Nahda wa-I-Khususiyya al-Hadariyya) or
The Eastern Wind (Rih al-Sharq), and Occidentalism (Al-
Istighrab)—within the broader debate of self and the other, and in
response to Western hegemony and centrism. Ultimately, the study
seeks to draw inspiration from the positive elements within both
projects, particularly in the context of the self-other or East-West
dialectic, to open up a new horizon of thought—one of shared
existence based on mutual recognition and positive interaction
between civilizations and peoples, moving beyond the traditional
practices of Orientalism driven by Western-centric tendencies and
away from reactionary responses within the field of Arab thought.

Keywords: Orientalism, Western centrism, Occidentalism,
Specificity, Acquaintance of civilizations






