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Quranic terms’ Translation into English: The term Furkan in focus
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Abstract:

The topic of this study is the translation of Quranic terminology into English, with a focus
on tracing the impact of Tafsir on the translation process, and the way translators choose
equivalents for these terms in the target language. Since terminology serves as a key to
understanding any specialized field, Quranic terminology, in particular, is the gateway to
comprehending and interpreting the Quranic text.

Through an analytical and comparative study of selected examples from Quranic
translations, this research paper examines the translation of Quranic terms into English and the
role of Tafsir in this process. We have selected the term "Al-Furkan" as a case study, as it is one
of the Quranic terms that has acquired a new specialized meaning within the Quranic discourse.

The findings of this study underscore the importance and necessity of referring to Tafsir
books to understand accurately the meanings of Quranic terms, enabling their clear and precise
expression in English.
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Arthur Arberry | And when We gave to Moses the Book and the Salvation, that
Syl il haply you should be guided.

Ahmed Zaki Hammad | And recall when We gave Moses the Book of the Torah and the
da> (S5 e criterion of right and wrong, so that you may be guided aright.
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Arthur Arberry He will assign you a salvation,

Szl 5!
Ahmed Zaki He will grant you the power of prudent distinction between
Hammad good and evil,
o> ($5 o]
Al Hilali & Khan | He will grant you Furqgén [(a criterion to judge between right and
Olsg I wrong), or (makhradj, i.e. a way for you to get out from every
. difficulty)]
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Arthur Arberry if you believe in God and that We sent down upon Our servant on
Syl il the day of salvation.
Ahmed Zaki If truly you belive in God and all that We have sent down to Our
Hammad servant Muhammed in the Day of distinction between true faith
o (S5 e and idol worship,
Al Hilali & Khan | If you have believed in Allah and in that what which We sent down
olsg I to our slave (Muhammed) on the Day of Criterion (between
) right and wron)
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