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Implicit cultural structures in Dilshad by Bushra

Khalfan: a pattern-based reading according to
Abdullah Al-ghadami’s project
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Abstract

Cultural criticism, as envisioned by Abdullah Al-Ghadhami, emerges as an
analytical methodology concerned with deconstructing the implicit
discourses produced by literary and artistic texts. It transcends aesthetic
evaluation to uncover the mechanisms of cultural hegemony. The implicit
cultural paradigm is defined as a system of symbolic norms and values that
operate covertly to reinforce power relations by reproducing social and
gender hierarchies. Within this framework, this study aims to apply Al-
Ghadhami’s experimental paradigmatic approach to Bushra Khalfan’s
novel Dilshad. This methodology involves analyzing three textual layers: the
surface narrative structure, underlying cultural symbols, and the
mechanisms of societal reception and interpretation. The analysis revealed a
fundamental contradiction in the novel between its overt emancipatory
discourse and its latent cultural function. The findings demonstrate how
literary texts, despite their explicit critique of social reality, often reproduce
the very dominant paradigms they challenge. This is manifested at three
levels: the reinforcement of classism through the legitimization of Dilshad’s
marginalization due to his lack of lineage, the reproduction of patriarchy by
portraying women as passive victims, and the perpetuation of fatalism by
linking destinies to folkloric myths. These results underscore the difficulty
of transcending dominant cultural paradigms and highlight the need to
develop more critically aware reading strategies that grapple with the

complexities and dualities of literary discourse.

Keywords: cultural criticism; cultural pattern; the implicit structure;
Bushra Khalfan; the novel Dilshad
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