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Semiotics of symbolism and multiple narrative voices
in resistance literature: exploring identity and
alienation in the novels heir of the witnesses and
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Abstract

This research aims to analyse the semiotics of symbolism and multiple narrative
voices in the Palestinian novel as part of the literature of resistance, through an
applied study on the two novels Heir of the Witnesses by Walid Sharafa and Searching
for Walid Masoud by Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. The research focuses on how symbols are
employed in characters and events, such as the “witness”, which represents
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collective memory, and the ‘house’, which symbolises identity and belonging, and
how these symbols contribute to expressing the suffering of Palestinians under the
occupation. The research also highlights the importance of multiple narrative voices
in presenting multi-dimensional visions of Palestinian identity and individual and
collective alienation, in addition to highlighting the social and political tensions in
the Palestinian cause. By analysing the two novels, the research secks to understand
how symbolism and multiple narrative voices contribute to shaping the meaning of
resistance and its impact on the reader, and how the Palestinian novel reflects the
reality of struggle and steadfastness in the attempts to obliterate and forget.

Keywords: resistance literature; narrative structure; identity and alienation;
symbolic semiotics; Palestinian novel.
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