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Abstract

Untranslatability is a phenomenon facing those who are concerned with
translation studies; in general translation has two clear parts technical and
literary. The technical part concerns scientific and specialized texts, meanwhile
the literary one covers prose, poetry and sacred texts where the phenomenon of
untranslatability resides respectively. The present thesis focuses more on the
holy Quran aiming to show some aspects of untranslatability in morphological,
syntactical, semantic and phonetic levels. These significant aspects will be
illustrated through clear examples. The purpose of this study is to show a lack of
an overall theory that might cover these specific texts whereas an effective
solution to the related problem could be provided. This work highlights the
importance of source languages as an absolute reference to fully and perfectly
understand the meaning of literary works and might send readers of holy books
back to seek the original texts and understand them better than translating the
untranslatable.

Keywords: Translation, Quran, untranslatability, literary texts, poetic texts,
sacred texts.
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Résumeé

L'intraduisibilité est un phénomene auquel sont confrontés ceux qui
s'intéressent a la traductologie ; en général, la traduction comporte deux parties
techniques et littéraires, la partie technique concerne les textes scientifiques et
spécialises, tandis que la partie littéraire couvre la prose, la poésie et les textes
sacres ou réside respectivement le phénomeéne de l'intraduisibilité. La présente
thése se concentre davantage sur le saint coran visant a montrer certains aspects
de lintraduisibilité aux niveaux morphologique, syntaxique, sémantique et
phonétique. Ces aspects significatifs seront illustrés par des exemples clairs. La
finalité de cette étude est de montrer I'absence d'une théorie globale qui pourrait
couvrir ces textes spécifiques alors qu‘une solution efficace au probleme pourrait
étre apportée. Ce travail met en évidence l'importance des langues sources
comme une référence unique pour comprendre pleinement et parfaitement le
contenu des ceuvres littéraires et pourrait envoyer des lecteurs de livres saints
chercher les textes originaux et les comprendre mieux que traduire
I'intraduisible.

Mots clés : traduction, intraduisibilité, textes littéraires, textes poétiques, textes
sacreés.
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Arriving at the Moravian court, the brothers set about their
missionary work, which was crowned with great success.
However, that success ignited immediate opposition from
the Franks who were furious at the use of a vernacular

tongue in the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.
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Both Saints possessed some knowledge of Slavic tongues,
Saint Methodios who had become familiar with this family
of languages before and during the time he served as
Archon to the Slavs of Macedonia and Saint Cyril who had
earlier become fluent in Bulgarian. Saint Cyril set to work
to devise an alphabet by which the sounds of the Slavic
languages could be accurately written. That alphabet
allowed the translation of the Holy Gospel (Thornton,

2012).
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%88
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the Acts of the Apostles, the Psalter, the Octoechos, and
the Divine Liturgy into the Slavonic language, a liturgical
and literary language into which the complexities and
subtleties of the original Greek could be more accurately
translated, and yet a language that the various Slavic peoples

could, with eftort, comprehend (Thornton, 2012).
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https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/880
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B1%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A7

They adhered to the theory of the tres linguae sacrae (three
sacred languages), which theory held that it was
impermissible to conduct the Divine Liturgy or any
Liturgical service in any language but Hebrew, Greek, or
Latin, since these were the languages used on the Titilus,
the placard decreed by Pontius Pilate to be aftixed to the
Cross above Christ during the Crucifixion. Other

languages were forbidden in sacred services, according to

this theory. (Ibid, 2012).
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[t has been the age-old practice of Orthodox Christianity
to preach the Christian Faith in a language understood by
the people to whom one preaches. Greek was the first
language of the Church and, in the early centuries of the
Christian Era, Greek prevailed even among the Faithful in
Western Europe, though it was later supplanted gradually

by Latin.

Saints Cyril and Methodios grasped perfectly that if the
Slavic peoples were to be successfully illuminated by the
Light of Christ, it would be necessary to present the Faith
in a language they could understand. Some refer to these
endeavors as translating into “the language of the people.”
That is only partially correct, however. Insofar as
translations of Sacred Scripture and the Divine Services are
concerned, the efforts of Saintly men aimed not at
translating these texts into “the language of the people,” but
in translating them into a highly elevated version of “the

language of the people.” (Thornton, 2012).
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(The text) ‘tells’ very little to those who understand it; its
essential quality 1is not statement or the imparting of
information. Yet any translation which intends to perform a
transmitting  function cannot transmit anything but
information-hence, something inessential. This is the hallmark
of bad translations. (Benjamine in Bouregbi, 2016, p. 9)
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Only in the dialogue between readers and the texts, can
readers grasp the meaning of the text; the result of the
dialogical reader-text interaction is (....) where the limited
horizon of a text and the limited horizon of reader have
generated a new, intermediary creation that can be called
the meaning of the text in the readers’ minds.
Understanding and interpretation is not a one-time
behavior of the subject but a permanent process.” (L1 You
in Bouregbi, 2016, p. 14)
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Perished are the hands of Abou-Lahab, doomed he
1s! (1) His wealth and his gains shall not avail him.
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(2) He shall be roasted in a flaming fire. (3) And his
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wife, the carrier of firewood. (4) Shall have a rope of

palm-fibre around her neck (5).
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wealth avails him not, neither what he has earned;
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“By the (winds) sent forth one after the other (1)
Which then blow tempestuously (2) And scatter
scattering (3) And by the distinguishers (the angels)
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those who are sent down (the angels) with revelations

(5)”
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“By the loosed ones successively Storming
tempestuously by the scatterers scattering and the
severally severing And those hurling a reminder

excusing or warning’’
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“We have given you the seven verses (Al Fatihah) and | (1996 0ly) .ol asy

the Glorious Qur’an” (87) (266 . -

“We have given thee seven of the oft-repeated and | (2008 ()T) .oTa) aas

the mighty Koran” (87) (257 . -
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" God there is no god but he The Ever-living; the
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Eternal Power No slumber can seize Him, nor
sleep. To Him belong all that is in the heavens and
on earth: Who is there that can intercede in His
presence except by His permission, He knows their

future and their past, nor shall they attain any of His

Knowledge except as He wills, His Sovereignty

Knowledge extend over the heavens and the earth
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and He feels no fatigue in preserving them, and He

is the Most High, the Limitless”

" God there is no god but He , The Living, th_e
Everlasting. Slumber seizes Him not, neither sleep;
to Him belongs all that is in the heavens and on
earth, Who is there that shall intercede with Him
save by His leave? He knows what lies before them
and what is after them, and they comprehend not
anything of His knowledge save such as He wills,
His Thorne comprises the heavens and earth, the

preserving of them oppresses Him not; He is the

All-Height, the All-glorious”
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« And give the women their dowries as a present.
1996 cd\u\aj') .L}\&L\ ey
But if they are happy to ofter you any of it, accept

(77 .-
with happiness and with wholesome pleasure » (04)

« And give the women their dowries as a gift
spontaneous; but if they are pleased to ofter you | 2008 ((s)T) .0Ta0 aay

any of it. Consume it with wholesome appetite » (72 . 0

(04)
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"Surly those who disbelieve in Our Revelations, and
scornfully reject them, the gates of Heaven shall not
be opened to them, nor shall they enter Paradise until
a camel can pass through the eye of a needle, so do

We recompense the sinners’ (40)
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"Those that cry lies to Our signs and wax proud
against them- the gates of heaven shall not be opened
to them, nor shall they enter Paradise until the camel
passes through the eye of the needle, Even so We

recompense the sinners” (40)
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“And by the dawn, as it starts to breathe (18) “
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“By the dawn sighing* (18)
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“Establish prayer from the declining of the sun...”

(78)
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“Perform the prayer at the sinking of the sun...’

(78)

2008 (sy)7) LOT A aajs

(283 .-

249




@b S gy waidl Jlgp ot L) o s (3 Calsl) 8405 28701 230 wils (3 La>

Doy el 3o 23 @ s Jigh s a0 3 U W sl BRI PR
dx e BN SPM L 0l 2 s s 2T s U 5 (439, 0 2003 (sand ) ' a
o S B s (3 g il Ll 13) (290, 52 2005 (gl ) "elazdl A8 e Wy e
b 4 e &) bl dT SEL M3 5 3l a5 08 Ol OF LoD g 0penns Jo iz d Lo
el DO 0 wyal) ) e sl g "L the declining " ) ey e
Dl o (Y WBlsa b 5 B p 125 ey GV OF 2 al e g 5 (eas)
e gl g e agall ) s @ L. the sinking L ) as ol e 4 oyt )
L Loy daale g BT YL A saiatl) lpecitl) o dnly Loy d) BT 25 g 22l (L) "L
e 3l R Sy Bhe SVsl e dmgrie A5 R all 5340 OV 2 al) sall i
Oodazmd d-ly Bloy ol Coad> 5 o> b apdL Y Ol d) Ll by d Ledag L ¢ 0y 0L

Yl @ el el e s b Bibe pd Lehag 22U A sal

250



e bl z3s8Y)

I 2 d5 (3) Ug ds d d(2) dadad B (1) Asf s g8 2 "t )l )l ) oy

AN (4)

123 Jgur

criill mo pie milod) 3483 w20 Syl

" (2) L "

AN Bpen

“The Eternal Cause of all being” (02)
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“God the Everlasting Refuge” (02)
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“Master of the Day of Judgment.” (4)
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“The master of the Day of Doom.” (4)
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«When the sun shall be rolled up(1) And the stars fall | (1996 (oly;) . glb) aas

and lose their light (2) And when mountains shall be (586 .

254




set in motion(3) And when the she-camels ten
month pregnant shall be left untended (4) And
when the wild beasts shall be brought together (5)
And when the seas shall be set ablaze (6)And when
the souls shall be paired (7) and when the infant girl
that was buried alive , shall be asked (8) For what sin
was she killed (9) And when the scrolls shall be
opened (10) And when the sky shall be removed
(11) And when Hell shall be set blazing (12) And
when Paradise shall be brought near (13) Then

every soul shall know what it has put forward(14)

«When the sun shall be darkened, when the stars
shall be thrown down , when the mountains shall be
set moving, when the pregnant camels shall be
neglected, when the savage beasts shall be mustered,
when the seas shall be set boiling, when the souls
shall be coupled, when the buried infant shall be
asked , for what sin she was slain, when the scrolls

shall be unrolled, when heaven shall be stripped off,
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when Hell shall be set blazing, when Paradise shall
be brought nigh, then shall a soul know what it has

produced.
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(313

“Ta-Ha (1) We have not revealed the Qur’an to
you to cause you any difticulty (2) But only as an
admonition to those who fear (3)A Revelation from
GOD Who created the earth and the high heavens”

“Go to pharaoh, for he is an insolent tyrant

(24)”
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(313-312 .,

“Ta-Ha, we have not sent down the Koran upon
thee for thee to be unprosperous, but only as a
reminder to him who fears, a revelation from Him
who created the earth and the high heavens” ...

“Go to pharaoh ; he has waxed insolent.”
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“Say: “Whoever is astray, GOD Most Gracious
prolongs his term for him, until, they see that with
which they were threatened, whether the
chastisement or the Hour, then they shall know who
is worse in plight, and weaker in forces (75)”” ...
“Indeed, you have made an abominable assertion
(89).” ... “Most surely, we have made the Qur’an
easy in your own tongue, that you may give glad

tidings to the pious, and warn with it the vehemently

contentious (97)”
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“Say: “Whosoever 1s in error, let the All-merciful
prolong his term for him! Till, when they see that
they were threatened, whether the chastisement or

the Hour, then they shall surely know who 1s worse
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in place, and who is weaker in hosts”” ... “, You
have Indeed advanced something hideous™ ... “Now
we have made it easy by thy tongue, that thou mayest

bear good tidings thereby to the Godfearing, and

warn a people stubborn”
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“Say I seek refuge in the Lord of mankind (1) The | <1996 «0lu) .glli 2as

king of mankind- (3) The God of mankind- (4) From (604 . -
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the evil of the slinking whisperer- (5) Who whispers
in the hearts of mankind. From among Jinn and

mankind(6)”

“Say: I take refuge with the Lord of men, The king
of men, The God of men, From the evil of the | 2008 (1) 073 aay
slinking whisperer, who whispers in the breasts of (669 . -

men of jinn and men”
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“O you encovered-(1) Arise and warn (2) And
magnify your Lord (3) And purify your garments (4)
And shun all abomination! And show not favour,
seeking worldly gain (6) And be patient for the sake

of your Lord (7)”
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“O thou shrouded in thy mantel, arise, and warn!

Thy Lord magnity, thy robes purify, and defilement
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flee! Give not, thinking to gain greater and be patient

unto thy Lord”

5 O o 5 1 gl o Wl e Jod N S e Lagd g Sl G & LY AR5 O]

V) Lol 3 Labaygl g Sl §gm o a2l LY e Lo g ¢ 3all Wl fioto ¢ Riie Aol
g 53 OapsM Ll (3 g &) ¢ DU Y e amll bl 5 ¢ el (A2 50 0 850
s » i) B e 4 ok b ol AR 3 4 SN menad) sl (o e e )]
¢ real) saeld Aa ) ablo) 093 9wl i 238V s (3 o ¢ el peidl 5 oS Ll e
iy ALy a2 e B se r A3 3 Ly LeaST 3 e (51509 Leshy Y1 ol LT
Augygl gl SR LI OF wbazs Y jsal el SO ol Il (55 gl oo Wb Loy ablall 05y
Of Jo on oo LS arle aa s (48 . 0 2006 (L) "W oS Lelic 0Ly Blalias 8y 2,
Sl 3 sV 90 5 "3 @S0 OTAD QW sl sal) Of Jr Ogibl (ol 5 BVl ells & 055
a2l (26 .o « 20006 gllas) " sliyl ©ud @ mpal) 1S Al e mn LS gl s
gsall UL Lo (53T o anedl Bl 055 W8 g oAU il LBy sal) e Y1 csall Llos
@ SV s 2ag IS0 pl2 aa ) aens S e abad S Yy 23 Al S e g L

Ak

265




:Ojfi\aj\j C"Jj‘ C.}}CQ\

) "(22) i a23 15 3B L (2) 3 U VJ<,>L~o B b (1) 3513 o5305"

Pl e OS5 L

:30 Jyur

it o iy b)) E358Y) ety Syl

S Band 13 85 "L (2) s g 2K A G (1) 50 13 (205"

= "(22)

L 0T e 21 ol 55

22

“By the Star when it falls down (1) Your Companion
~-Mohamed- is not astray, nor is he deceived (2)” ...

“This 1s indeed an unjust division (22)”
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“By the Star when it plunges, your comrade is not
astray, nor speaks he out of caprice” ... “That were

indeed an unjust division”
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“I will punish him with a server punishment, or even
1996 cd\u\aj') .L}\&L\ ey
slaughter him, unless he brings me an acceptable

(378 .o

excuse “21

“Assuredly I will chastise him with a terrible
2008 (s)T) 0T aay
chastisement, or I will slaughter him, or he bring me a
(384 . »
clear authority “21
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“And we inspired the mother of Moses, suckle the
child, when you fear for him, cast him into the river,
and do not fear nor grieve, We shall restore him to

you, and We shall make him a messenger.” (7)
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“So We revealed to Moses’ mother suckle him, then,

when thou fearest for him, cast him into the sea, and
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(392 .

270




do not fear, neither sorrow, for we shall return him

to thee, and shall appoint him one of the Envoys.”(7)
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“Until when they came to the valley of the ants, an
ant said, O you ants, enter your dwellings places, lest
Solomon and his hosts trample you without

noticing.” (18)
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“When they came to the Valley of the ants, an ant
said, Ants, enter your dwelling-places, lest Solomon

and his hosts crush, being unaware.” (18)
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“And we sent forth the winds that fecundate. We | (1996 o) .l aas

cause the water to descend from the sky. We (263 . -
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provide you with the water- you (could) note be

the guardians of its reserves” (22)

“And we send down out of heaven water, then We
2008 (sp)7) 0T aajs
give it to you to drink, and you are not its

(254 . o

treasurers’ (22)
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“He said: O my people, just consider, if I stand upon
a clear Proof from my Lord. And He has bestowed
His Mercy upon me, but you are unable to perceive
it, could we force you to believe in it while you

detest 1t?”” (28)
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“He said: O my people, what think you? if I stand
upon a clear Sign from my Lord. And he has given

me mercy from Him, and it has been obscured for
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you, shall we compel you to it while you are averse

to it?” (28)
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“So, if they believe in what you believe, then they

would be guided, but if they turn away, they are
1996 cd\u\aj') .L}\&L\ g
averse to the Truth, and GOD is sufficient to deal

21 .-
with them, He 1is the All-Hearing, the All-

Knowing” (137)

“And if they believe in the like of that you believe in,

then they are truly guided, but if they turn away, then
2008 (s,T) 0T aa s
they are clearly in schism, God will suftice you for

(17 .-
them, He is the All-Hearing, the All-knowing”

(137)
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“And say the believing women, that they cast down
their glances and guard their chastity and reveal not
their adornment, except that which must appear,
and let them draw their veils around their garments
over their chests, and not reveal their adornment
except to their husbands, their fathers, their
husband’s fathers, their sons, their husband’s sons,
their brothers, their brother’s sons, their sister’s sons,
or believing women, or what their right hands
possess of women, or male servants (eunuch) proven
free of physical desire, or young children who have
no sense of the shameful parts, Nor let them strike
their feet, so that their hidden ornaments may
attract. And repent all together to GOD, O you

who believe! So that you may be successful.” (31)

1996 Ol gl aas
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“And say the believing women, that they cast down
their eyes and guard their private parts, and reveal
not their adornment, save such as is outward, and let

them cast their veils over their bosoms, and not

2008 (sp)7) 0T aays
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reveal their adornment save to their husbands, or
their fathers, or their husband’s fathers, or their sons,
or their husband’s sons, or their brothers, or their
brother’s sons, or their sister’s sons, or their women,
or what their right hands own, or such men as
attend them, not having sexual desire, or children
who have not yet attained knowledge of women’s
private parts, Nor let them stamp their feet, so that
their hidden ornaments be known. And turn all
together to God, O you who believes, haply so you

will prosper.” (31)
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« They said: these two men are magicians and their
object is to expel you from your land by their magic,

and to do away with your just traditions. »(63)
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« And communed secretly saying: these two men are
sorcerers and their purpose is to expel you out of your
land by their sorcery, and to extirpate your justest

way. »(63)
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« Mohamad is the Messenger of GOD, and those

who are with him are hard on the unbelievers, and

merciful among themselves ;You see them bowing, 1996 i) Ll any

prostrating , seeking bounty from GOD and his good (15 .-

pleasure , Their marks of their prostration are on their

taces , This is their description in the Torah, and their
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description in the Injeel |, like a seed that puts out its
shoot , and strengthens it , and it grows strong and
rises straight upon its stem , delighting the sowers
,that He may enrage the unbelievers by them , GOD
has promised those who believe and do righteous

deeds among them , forgiveness and a great reward.»

« Mohamad is the Messenger of God, and those who
are with him are hard against unbelievers, and
merciful one to another, Thou seest theme bowing,
prostrating , seeking bounty from God and good

pleasure , Their mark is on their faces ,the trace of

prostration , That is their likeness in the Torah, and
their likeness in the Gospel ; as a seed that puts forth
its shoot , and strengthens it |, and it grows stout and
rises straight upon its stalk , pleasing the sowers ,that

through them He may enrage , the unbelievers, God

has promised those of them who believe and do
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deeds of righteousness forgiveness and a mighty

wage.»
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“The similitude of those who have chosen guardians
other than GOD. Is The similitude of the spider | (1996 i) gl aas
when it takes for itself a dwelling. Indeed, the

(401 . -
flimsiest dwelling 1s the dwelling of the spider, if only

they knew.”(41)
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“Is as likeness of the spider that takes to itself a house | (2008 ((s,)7) .0Ta a3

; and surely the frailest of houses is the house of the

(407 . -
spider, did they but know.” (41)
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“And your Lord inspired the bees, Take your

dwelling in the hills, in the tree and in trellises.” (68)
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“And thy Lord revealed unto the bees saying, take
unto yourselves of the mountains, houses and of the

trees, and of what they are building.” (70)
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The similitude of those who have chosen guardians
other then GOD. is the similitude of the spider when
it takes for itself a dwelling. indeed, the flimsiest

dwelling of the spider, if only they knew.

1996 (o)) ol aag
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The likeness of those who have taken to them
protectors , apart from God . is as the likeness of the
spider that takes to itself a house; and surely the
frailest of houses 1s the house of the spider , did they

but know .
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"And of all fruits GOD placed (on the earth) two of

1996 cd\u\aj') .L}\&L\ ey
a pair , He covers the day with the night, surely in
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this are Signs for people who reflect ” (3)

"And of every fruit He placed there two kinds ,
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covering the day with the night, surely in that are

(239.
signs for a people who reflect 7 (3)
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“So they were unable to scale it or to cut through | (1996 i) . alall aa
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“So they were unable either to scale it or pierce it” | (2008 (sy)7) 0T aay
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“...We have given power to his avenger of blood...” | (1996 i) gl aay
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“...We have appointed to his next-of-kin | 2008 (su)T) .oTa aas
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