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cette histoire. Mais qui donc peut se vanter d'avoir
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«The last member of our Pleiad of historians is ‘Abd—ar—-Rahman
ibn Muhammad ibn Khaldiin al-Hadrami of Tunis (vivebat A.D.
)—an Arabic genius who achieved in a single 1406-1332
‘acquiescence’ of less than four years' length, out of a fifty—four
years' span of adult working life, a life—work in the shape of a
piece of literature which can bear comparison with the work of a
Thucydides or the work of a Machiavelli for both breadth and
profundity of vision as well as for sheer intellectual power. lbn
Khaldiin's star shines the more brightly by contrast with the foil of
darkness against which it flashes out; for while Thucydides and
Machiavelli and Clarendon are all brilliant representatives of
brilliant times and places, Ibn Khaldin is the sole point of light in
his quarter of the firmament. He is indeed the one outstanding

} history of a civilization whose social 322p. }personality in the
1life on the whole was 'solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short'.

In his chosen field of intellectual activity he appears to have been

111 ipe (Sl pa el G se plall 2 -1
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and to have found no kindred souls 2inspired by no predecessors
among his contemporaries and to have kindled no answering
spark of inspiration in any successors; and yet, in the
Prolegomena (Muqaddimat) to his Universal History he has
conceived and formulated a philosophy of history which is
undoubtedly the greatest work of its kind that has ever yet been
created by any mind in any time or place. It was his single brief
‘acquiescence’ from a life of practical activity that gave Ibn
Khaldan his opportunity to cast his creative thought into literary

shape ».()

g (a eapdal) Ggald (p desa G (el 38 A UL Ay (e gae AT »
Onead g dajl Jual (e ¢ Clgia g} 0 BB B B e ghe - (1406-1332)
cutibsd Jany Wgilia (Say Q) (e dakd JS& o Jee ¢ Apleal) Blad) (e ddu
OS) . Ldaaal) 4,88 568 ) ABLYL Lghas g Al £ ladl YA (e AdlSia Jas
Al jgae B \gsgh Cpdl) AL NS o) LBLGa o Gubtsd g (use e
ggal) Ak g dadalod) Baagl) dagdll OIS (y5ald ) Gld cadlll) g Adjaall g alad) (e
fa B b 85k Luadd ga adlsl B {p. 322} .4dlSa g Ala) B Basgl)
Ablis Jlae B . "hadiang g By Al ale (S5 Lo Laia¥) Al iilS 5l
al LS apealan My 4Bl (pa aa) ol il 0 al dd) gan ¢ o)A AN (g Sdl
il gl ddudh £ lag aana J88 (4Adatia) A .Ade adly 90,88 Jaay (pe oy gl
o) iy ol (B N Aa Jie gl U (e 03li) @3 G Assl (e Jes plie] I DG (A

1 -Toynbee, A Study of History,(London : oxford university press, 1935) vol 3,iji 321-322.%
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« The first of the two passages here quoted from the Universal
which is perhaps the 2History of Ibn Khaldin occurs in a chapter
most crushing indictment of Nomad rule over sedentary
populations that has ever been delivered from the mouth of a

But the thought which had been set in 3first-hand witness.
motion in lbn Khaldiin's mind by his apprehension of the ruin
which the Nomads had brought upon the Maghrib did not come to
a standstill here. It moved on, with a gathering momentum, to
contemplate the contrast between the Nomadic and the sedentary
way of life and to analyze the nature of each; to ponder over the
group—feeling or sense of social solidarity or esprit de corps
(‘asabiyah) which is the Nomad's psychological response to the
challenge of life in the desert; to trace out a connexion of cause
and effect between esprit de corps and empire-building and
between empire-building and religious propaganda; and thence to

broaden out until at last it embraced, in a panoramic vision, the
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rises and falls of empires and the geneses and growths and

breakdowns and disintegrations of civilizations » (1),

o OsAA O allal) Fo Uil e A GpetiBal) Cpadaliall (e J Y1 sad) duaady »
9 Okl Olsud) o gl asad Alalu L)y Y (68 Lay) oMy G Juaidl)
IR Ga elld ol Jie B iy 8 IS 1 a0 pdika Gl L Lgasth A
1R andad B JAL .U gl ol udall o gl ddda o) QLAY (e AdgaS
JS dads Jalatg 8 iiacal) BLal) &8y kg Jal) gadl) oy (Bl B il ¢ a3
Al ga ) (Apanll) o Gabaily Herdd) of olaad) jsrdl) B Jalill ¢ Logla
Tou O Aadfiilly quad) Cp ABMe agag ol ¢ slauall B Blal) gandl gaill A
O ) g o g ¢ Auial) Aleally Ay ghlaad) 5 Uy Gy Apshleay) s lzg Jard)
Wgaiy clizadly by shpal) dghay (aged ¢ dpalisil A « Algdl A cuidaial

.« g8ty elaant) bl

oy o) ¢ el QST A e p Ui ek ol 1 s J DA e el
anpal) Siall 4k e aealdl) sl lagie OIS (Al fujrall Db adine (5
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« during his creative ‘acquiescence’ at Qal‘at ibn Salamah.

committing to writing the Universal History which was in his mind
was not at an end until the Prolegomena had been followed by six

further volumes; and we may conjecture that these last six-

1 Toynbee, A Study of History,iii 324
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sevenths of the work might never have seen the light if the
successful composition of the prelude, during those four
exceptional years of tranquillity, had not inspired the philosopher
with an impetus to write which persisted through the subsequent
years of recurrent turmoil. We must add that the relative value of
the different parts of the work as 'everlasting possessions’ is not
to be measured by any quantitative standard; and that if Posterity
were confronted with the cruel choice between losing the first
volume alone of Ibn Khaldiin's Universal History or saving the
Mugaddamat at the price of losing all the other six, we should
unhesitatingly sacrifice the six volumes which the author
contrived to compose after his re- emergence from Qal‘at ibn
Salamah in order to preserve the single volume which came to
birth in that tranquil retreat. In fact, lbn Khaldan's life—work is the
work which he accomplished in the four years devoted to creation
out of half a century spent in a whirl of public activity. And the
great philosopher's true return from his brief withdrawal was not
the second chapter of practical life in which he emulated the
vagaries of the first. In one aspect, the Ilbn Khaldin who bade
1378farewell to Qal‘at ibn Salamah in the autumn of A.D.
reassumed, at Tunis and in Cairo, the role of the restless
politician who had whimsically taken his congé from the Court of

. In another aspect, the 1375Tilimsan in the spring of A.D.
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ephemeral man of affairs re—emerged from his retreat
transfigured, once for all, into the immortal philosopher whose

thought still lives in the mind of every reader of the Mugaddamaat.
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1 - Toynbee, A Study of History,iii 328*
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Abstract

Khaldun thought is one of the most important components of the Arab-
Islamic intellectual heritage. Therefore, it attracted the attention of many Western
and Arab scholars and researchers alike, in order to understand, get inspiration
from, and employ it in one way or another, as was the case with many orientalists.
This interest in Khaldun thought is reflected in his reading and receiving. The
research revolves around this subject, therefore, the problem of our research
questions of this study were formulated as follows:

-How did Westerners and contemporary Arabs receive Khaldun thought?

-What are the most prominent patterns of Ibn Khaldun's thought, and what is
its value?

-What is the impact of the multiple patterns of receiving Khaldun thought to
understand this thought and get inspiration from it in addressing the issues of
contemporary Arab reality at all levels?

To answer the research questions stated above; we used the comparative
analytical methodology. We have tried to analyze lbn Khaldun's thought by
presenting his themes and issues. We also reviewed examples of the readings of
this thought in both Arabic and Western literature, which are two readings: an
ideological reading and an objective scientific reading.

As for the previous studies we adopted, they were rare, most notably the
study conducted by the researcher, Muhammad Hafez Diab in his book Khaldunia
and Reception, in addition to some articles published in scientific journals. The
research aims to achieve a number of objectives, most notably:

- To promote interest in the Arab-Islamic intellectual heritage in general and
the Khaldunian one in particular.

- An attempt to understand and grasp Ibn Khaldun's thought in order to get
right inspiration from it.

- To highlight the importance of adopting the scientific and objective
character in dealing with the various issues and topics in reality.

- Enriching the university library with studies dealing with the Arab-Islamic
heritage, especially the Khaldunian intellectual heritage.

Based on the problem of research, the structure of the study is as follows:



An introduction, through which we discussed the importance of the topic,
its problematic, the reasons for its selection, the research methodology, and
objectives. The research also included three chapters. The first chapter includes
the following:

- Introductory preface: we discussed the biography of Ibn Khaldun, his
education, and the most prominent works.

- Chapter I: revolves around the themes and issues of 1bn Khaldun's thought,
and is represented in: urbanization and history.

- The second chapter deals with the ideological reading of Khaldun thought,
represented by Taha Hussein in Arab thought, and Yif Lakost in Western thought,
with criticism and evaluation of the two models.

-The third chapter revolves around the scientific reading of Ibn Khaldun's
thought, represented by "Muhammad Abed Al-Jabri" in Arabic thought, and
"Arnold Toynbee™ in Western thought, while studying the two models critically.

As for the conclusion of the research, we have reached a number of results,
most notably:

- Emphasize the need to consider the Arab-Islamic heritage in general and
the intellectual heritage of Khaldoni in particular.

- Emphasize the importance of the objective scientific receiving of the Arab-
Islamic heritage, including the Khaldun heritage.

- The prominent role of scientific reception in understanding Ibn Khaldun's
thought, and then inspiration and investment in addressing the issues of Arab
Islamic reality at various levels: political, social, economic, educational, etc.

- Enhancing the scientific spirit and the objective vision and avoiding
fanaticism and stupidity among young people, given the importance of this in the
life of society and the state.
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