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Introduction
In the contemporary political landscape of Western Du«.rpe, the evolution

of social democracy has sparkecl reneu,ed debates on its capacity to adapt
to the dynamics of global capitalism and thc poslindusrdal socieqr Against
this backdrop, the emergence of the so-called Third Way represents a pivotal
moment in the ledefinition of the ideological bouudaries of the Left. Conceived
as a lorm of political pragmatism that seeks to trânscend the binurry opposirion
between state inter-ventionism and market liberalism, tlis doctrine has
profoundly reshaped thc discursive stratcgics of centre-lelt parties, particularly
in the United Kingdom under New Labour.

This paper aims to provide a theoretical appr.aisal ol the Third \{hy as

articulated within New Labour's political project. It explores how this rhetoric
of "moclernisation" has operated simultaneously as a mocle of ideological
renewal and as a communicative instrument of goverlance. By combining
iDsights l'rom political theory and discourse analysis, the study examines the
rearticulation of key social den-rocratic corcepts such as equality; elliciency,
and communiry within the broado contcxt of globalisation and neolibcra.l
hegemony.

l. Rethinking Social Dernocracy

Social democracy can be defined as all "ideological stance
that supports a broad balance between market capitalism, on the
one hand, and state intervention, on the other hand" (Hey.wood,
2012: 128). Howcver, this cquilibrium is rathe r wavcring as

the compromise betvr'een market and state lacks a systematic
underlying theory and is intrinsically v:lgue, according to many
political obserwers. Social democratic parties adopted revisionism
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not to abolish capitalism, but to tame it, as they recognized the

potency and dynamism of the capitalist market. Tl'ris led to the

abandonment of planning and extcnsivc nationalisations in
lavour ol more modest objectives, such as the mixed economy
and economic management, in an attempt to regulate capitalism
to deliver sustainable growth. h'r this respect, Anthony Giddens,

one of the architects ol New Labour and the leading theorist
of the Third Way, underlined the dramatic changes experienced
by thc British socicÿ, as wcll as by most Wcstcrn countries, and
acknowledged that: "social democratic parties no longer have a

consistent 'c1ass bloc' on which to rely. Since they can't depend
upon their previous identities, they have to create new ones in
a socially and culturally more diverse environment". (Giddens,
1998: 23).

New Labour was no exception in the redefinition ol its political
and ideological trajectory In fact, in the late 1970s, the Labour
Parÿ sought to renew its policies and gradually repositioned its
ideology to the centre-right of the political spectrum. This shift
was accomplished via two significant initiatives: the rewriting
of Clause IV and the adoption ol the Third Way. New Labour
modernisers embarked on a vast crusade of deconstructing o1d

narratives by presenting a 'new' reformed version of the parÿ's
core tenet. This new interpretation is meant to supersede the
traditional association between Labour and the working class

and, thus, change the points of relerence in radical politics. 'l'he
reformulation of the clause is a significant marker for the demise
of the 'socialist agenda' within New Labour; and signals Blair's
new paradigms that allowed "Labour leadership to disengage
lrom the policy positions and mindset of the past, and present
Labour in a new light to the clcctoratc" (Gamblc, 2005:432).

Indeed, most politicians agree that politics is generally delined
by its cogent discourse. As many linguists and political analysts
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have underlined, words have an enorrnolls impact on moulding
Ieaders' discourses. In this respect, re\\iriting Clause IV was not
only an ideologicai shift but also an exercise of style. In retrospect,
it is noteworthy that Clause IV was the 'article o{' faith' within
Labour's constitution, but practicâlly it was "a mere consolation
prize, intended to appease the socialists" (Sl-raw, 1996:6), especially

the radical left militants. It was rather a myth that served as a
long-term aim to unite the parÿ's members into a cohesive block.
According to Saville," myths and illusions form an intcrcsting and
olten an extraordinary part ol the political behaviour of many
indiüduals who make up the Labour movemerrt" (Saülle, 19BB:

44). Concisely, socialism was an efËcient and practical political
option that did not shake the foundations ol capitalism.

In his memoirs, A Journey' (201 1), Blair acknowledges its

symbolic function stating that: "no one believed in it, yet no one
dared remove it", (it) "was not just something redundant in our
constitution, but a refusal to confront reality, to change profoundly,
to embrace the modern world wholeheartedly"(p.76). More
relevantly, the compelling reason lor the modernisers' crusade
against the clause was the elimination of trade unions' influence,
as weli as the weakening ol their representational power and their
ties with the party The overall aim of New Labour was to build a
new consensus based on practice rather than outdated ideology.
In this respect, the new version of the Clause was written in a
loose way to include all the British socia.l classes despite their
political bias; pledging thus, the party to "common endeavour in
pursuit of the realisation ol indiüdual potential... (where) wealth
and opportunity should be in the hands of the many not the few"
(Driver irnd Martell, 2006: 14).

Contrary to the first version that endor,r,ed the party with a
socialist scope, the new statement omitted reference to 'workers,
equitable distribution, and co--o', ownership of the means of
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prodllction, distribution and exchange'. The reshulfled clause

also insists on interactivity between the state and the citizen by
proposing a partncrship bctwccn thc public and private scctor
in an attempt to reconcile tr,vo diametrically opposed political
discourses. This also signals that Leftlfught distinction is no
longer relevant "{br understanding the major ideological and
policy issues in conte mporary policies and the re spective stzrnce s

on these issues adopted by rival political parties" (Guest, 2001:
207). According to the globalisation narrativc, a new ideological
basis is needed to meet the exigencies ol a technologically oriented
socieÿ. As such, the shift to the right operated by New Labour
leaders is explained by the 'Ner,v Times' theory that transcends
old ideologies to create an innovative discourse as a replacement
lor the old hjnary rhetoric.

In a nutshell, despite linguistic lucubration and vagueness of
New Labour's discourse, the constitutional reform policy adopted
by the modernisers has purifred Labour's constitution of any
socialist connotation and freed the party from the conservatism of
its past. This new doctrinal basis has erased the distinction between
manual or intellectual work, made no mention o{' state control
over economic actiüties, and made no mention ol a 'common
ownership principle'. Instead,'opporturrity, responsibility, lairness
and trust' have become the modern key words meant to conler
more realism and pragmatism to New Labour's discourse. These
semantic variations involve the power of rhetoric that ntassively
contributes in the process of manipulation.

Van Dijk (2006) has underlined this manipulative aspect
of language. In his article 'Discourse and Manipulation', he
proüdes an exhaustive analysis on how language can influence
the thinking process stating that 'manipulation as mind control
involves the interference with processes of understanding, the
formation biased mentai models and social representations such
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as knowledge and ideologies" (pp. 359-381). Masterirrg language

was essential to Labour's "spin doctors" to leeitimate the party's
duality bctwccn Old Lcft and New Right. It is thcn noticeablc
that the power ol rhetoric helped New Labour achieve a smooth
transition lrom a socio-democratic discourse to a neo-liberal one,
proüding a more pragmatic political project.

To depart from the image that presents Labour as heavily
anchored in the bitter political struggles of the past, the
modernizers adopted a pro-competition agenda witl-rin a
'knowledge-based' economy to escape the systematic traditional
identification with the working class. The absence of a
conception of class conflict helped attract a modern electorate
that could easily identiÿ with Labour's new values in the light
of fast economic and social change. Hence, the party became
synonymous with market economy by accepting private-sector
involvement in those very areas that were traditionally relegated
to the state. New Labour's political orientation is presented as

the new reflection that could meet the irreversible changes in the
1980s, and Third Way rhetoric as the new post-urar consensus to
reconcile political polarities.

It is important to clariÿ lrom the outset the position of
the Third Way, which oscillatcs between Old Labour's social
democratic tradition and Thatcherite New Right. 1'hird Way
politics, then, constitutes a departure liom traditional social
democracy and neoJiberalism, the two political ideologies that
dominated post-war British politics. New Labour modernisers
have extensively utilised this concept as the 'miraculous' solution
to all the political and economic ills because it "stands not only
lor social justice, but also for economic dynamism and the
unleashing of creatiüty and innovation" (B1aiq 1996, p. 108).
As such, they tried to lorge "coherent connections between the
policies and ideas'enterprise','flexibility','wellàre-to-work',



Djouimai Nacera - The Third Wayr The New "Common Sense" in W'estern Political Discourser...

social exclusion/inclusion','participation','fairness' and so

forth" (Fairclough, 2000: 4). In his l:ook The Global Third Way
Debate, Anthony Giddens notes that the concept refers to "a much
more generic series o{' endeavours, common to the majority ol
left parties and thinkers in Europe and elsewhere, to restructure
leftist doctrines" h.2). The underlying principle of this doctrine
is to establish a new mixed economy by forming a partnersh\t
between the government and various ciül society agencies.

Supporters of the third u/ay present a new social readine erid
by adopting a consensual üew of society, in contrast to socialism's
conflicting view. They highlight the ties that connect the dillerent
components of society rather than class differences and economic

inequalities, o{Iering "to what almost amounts to a r-ron-dualistic
world üew" (Hey"wood, 2012: 135). As such, the third r,vayt
welfare proposal lies outside neoJiberalism's indiüdualism and
social democracy's belief in state benefits. This entails a new
thinking approach to the role of the state as the doctrine embraces
the obj ective of a competitive and market state.

2. The Third Way: The New Trend in British Politics
The Third Way emerged as the dominant relerence point in

British politics compared with other sectarian philosophies. It is

not an ideology in itsclf, but rathcr a rhctoric of ncwness that
allows theorizins as to its adaptability as an essentiai norm of
decision. As such, it must be assessed both in its global context
as a specific response to neo-liberalism, and its interpretation
by Blair and the modernisers within Labour. Likewise, behind
the rhetoric of newness, it is important to consider the extent to
which the party had a substantivc understanding ol such a vision.

In his analysis of Labour's successive electoral defleat, Blair
asserted that " the reason we have been out of power for fifteen
years is simple- socieÿ chaneed and we refused to chanse with
it" (Blair, 1996: 11). A new 'hegemonic' project had to be created



Aleph. Lengues, médias et sociétés Vol.12(4) décebre 2025

to counteract the Thatcherite New Rig'ht, and establish a new
l-orm of governance in a globalised \,vorld u/here capitalism has

mutatcd into an 'information socicty or knowledge economy'.
New Labour leaders impregnated by the 'philosophy' ol newness,

"acted discursively to position new from old, and to present both
Left and Right as outdated" (Powell, 2000: 1B), on a sociological
rather than ideological basis. This required a modern organisirle
framework to assign new roles for both state and individuals to
satisÿ the strong desires of thc parÿ leaders to avoid the extrcmcs,
i.e. between those who claim, "Government is the enemy and
those lor whom the government is the answer (Giddens, l99B:
70),

Third Way is the perfect response to clariÿ New Labour's
approach to politics. It also serwes as a sound barometer lor
assessing the party's constitutional and ideological reforms.
Labour's strategy of reaching Middle England by adopting their
rhetoric makes the working classes the first collateral damage,
which led to a marked class dealignment. In the process of the
marketization of the parÿ, Blair claimed, "ideas need labels if
they are to become popular and widely understood", arguing that
the Third Way was "the best Iabel for the new politics which the
progressive centre-Ieft is forging in Britain and beyond" (Gamble,
2005: 430).

This explains the modernisers' eagerness to reconcile
two traditional political notions neoJiberalism and social
democracy- that are iocated at the end of the political spectrum)
and regarded to be mutually exclusive. Third Way paradigm
transcends this binary approach to the economy by proposing
reconciliation between antagonistic themes such as: patriotism
and internationalism; rights and responsibilities; the promotion
of enterprise and the attack on poverty and discrimination.

far-l
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Thereby, it unites the two notions that have been separated lrom
each other to the detriment of progressive politics.

Third Way politics encapsulates New Labour's specifrc vahres in
response to the new challenges imposed by globalisation. It offers
more substantive possibilities lor political reforms and constitutes
a means of freeing Labour "from attachment to particular dogmas
and principles, allowing them to respond to what voters actually
thought \^/as most important" (Gamb1e, 2005: 432).In a speech
delivered in 1997, Tony Blair revealed his political agenda and
Labour's new ideological orientation stating that: "our task today
is not to fight o1d battles but to show that there is a tl'rird way, a
way of marrying together an open, competitive and succcssful
economy with a just, decent and humane society" (Driver &
Martell, 2006: 2). This would be the ideal recipe il ideologically
both concepts were not 'sensibly' rnutually exclusive.

Reconciling two antithctical conccpts i.e. economic cfËciency
and social justice seemed to be tl're perfect combination that
helped New Labour maintain power fbr three mandates in a row.
Thus, New Labour advocated a policy lleed from ideological
restraints where "the debate on the welfare state is sl'rifted otr
to the secondary technical issues of delivery and efficiency,,
(Powe11, 1999: 23). In practical tcrms, the rolc ol the state urldcl
Old Labour governments of the 1960s and 1970s has been
redefined to be in accord with the global environment "in wl-rich
the increasing globalisation of economies, the deconstruction
of gender and identity, and the transltrrmation of industry and
technology were the new challenges" (Ca11inicos, 2001 : 36). The
'ncw mixed economy' became New Labour's catch phrase and the
new political consensus meant to counterbalance Thatcher's new
right policies.

In this respect, Third Way logic sets up a modernistic and
somewhat limited role lor the state that of an enabling institution
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that helps to set the right cor-rditions fbr economic stability and
business investments. In a workable rvali the government provides
citizcns with keys to succeed such as opportunity, education and
employment by equipping and empowering them to meet elobal
challenges. In his di{Ierent speeches, Blair minir.nises tl-re role
of the state, n,hich should lrot be a piaycr but a guarantor irr
economic issues. Its primary role is not ownership of industry or
intervention, but the provision oI' an appropriate environmenL
for privatc entrcprencurs who a.re responsibl.c lor creating
wealth, generating jobs, and sustaining economic growth. 'I'he
new strate.qy of the 'Third Wayers' is to lcrrge partnerships lvith
the private sector meant to proüde public services via a strong
public-plivatc Iiamework.

This ligorous policy of praematism summed up in 'r,vhat count.s
is what works' focuses attentign on "technical questions rather
than on issues of principlc" (Polveli. 2004: ).4). Anthony Giddens
contends that: "in a world expelicncins such plolouncl changes
a ôertain pragrnatism and reacliness to experiment is necessary"
(2001: 05). Pragrnatism thns, seemed the senrinal constitllent ol
,1ri, ,1911, policy as "social classes can be brought together through
equality of opportunity" (Ibid: i 2). It was praised by the German
SDP in 1998- whose slogan was the 'Neue Mitte'- literaily tire
nerv middle- and by French Socialists, whose desire rvas to lorge
a "new lelt" ',vhere innovation and social justice, modernisntion
arrd tladition carr harmorr.iously colrrbir.

As to Neu, Labour, its adoption ol pragmatism as a cogeîlt
policy does not imply that the party ditched traditional values.
It, in fact, rejccted the cconomic basis of socialism as rn'cll as

the Keynesian-informed agcnda of- post-war social democracy
It lavoured supply-side socialism, rvhich aims to increase the
florv, eohancc Llrr- quality ;rnri implove thc use of ta( tor inpurs:
the primary objective being to jncrtase productive efficiency,
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reduce unit cost and, crucially, enhance Britain's international
competitiveness ( Thompson, 1996: 39); by all standards, this
agcnda is a significant ideological and paradigm changc. Actually,
Old Labour's blurred policies are replaced by New Labour's
transparent üsion, which combines economic and public service

policies as part of the parÿ's dual objectives.

To meet thesc constraints a new economic policy was opted
lor in the shape ol raising the living standards and the creation
of more jobs. In fact, New Labour abandoned the idea of the
state as a saviour, promoted consumerism and encouraged "the
mixed economy of welfare by reducing wellàre dependency"
(Powell, 1999: 3). As economic prosperity and expediency entail
the acceptance of globalised markets better suitcd to "new timcs",
New Labour embraced the neoJiberal commitment to low
inflation as well as the prominent role ol business circles. Tony
Blair, in defence ol his economic orientations, pleaded that the
government's or,'era11 approach is to provide political and, mainly,
economic stability by proposing new alternative s that would
empower citizens and best equip them for future challenges.
(Blair, 1998: 1B).

This innovative tactic embraces the rhetoric of reconciliation,
including a stable and competitive market, economic dynamism,
social inclusion, and economic growth {èrr all components
of sociery Central to the Third Way is the concept of linking
economic efficiency to social justice and competitiveness In
fact, the new global economy neecled flexible skilled workers
as "globalisation has placed a premium on workers with skills
and knowledge to adapt to advancing technology" Blair, 1999:
3). Indeed, unskilled people find it di{Êcult to compete "in a
world in which capital, raw materials and ideas are increasingly
mobile, it is the skill and ability of the workforce which define the
ability of a national economy to compete" ( Bevir, 2005: 111).
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Therefore, an e{Iective economy colrld be ensured by developing

a ski11ed, flexible workforce capable of competing in the global
marketplace.

In this particular case, New Labour advocates have ernulated
the American model extollins "the virtues of flexible labour
markets and building welfare around the needs of flexible labour
workforce, with training and education to deal withjob insecurity"
(Martell, 1998: 50). A healthy economy depends on the high
proportion of the labour force in jobs; this is evidenced by the
fact that in 2006 nearly 7 5o/o of the labour lorce was at work in
Great Britain. The government's concentration on employment
and not unemployment- that entails state-funded benefits- was
central to its social policy. The target was to eradually reduce
poverty by half and completely eradicate it by 2010. Under
this scheme, "welfare claimants are o{Iered four options: work
experience, voluntary experience, further education or trzrining"
(McAnulla, 2006: 128); and those who reject this New Deal oller
without tangible reasons "lose the whole of their benefit " (Purdy,

2000: 187).

As a reminder, education is the number one priority on New
Labour's political agenda; it constitutes the central strategy for
future economic improvement. In fact, in a modern, global,
knowledge-based society, the government encourages investment
in education to provide indiüduals with opportunities and se cure
employment. In Blair's words: "higher educational standards
are the key to international competitive ancl inclusive society
for the future" (Blair, 1998: 1B). For him, "education is the best
economic policy there is" (Driver and Marte11, 1998: 57). Hencc,
New Labour's scheme oflers a policy that is not based on class

distinction by putting forward an all-embracing category which
focuses on community and equal opportunities for ail in education
and employment.
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As we have seen thus faq New Labour worked hard to distance
itself lrom Old Labour by adopting the Third Way stratecy.
bringing itself cvcr closcr idcologically to thc Conscrvativc Party.

This is evidenced by the government's economic policy, which kept
public spending within the targets set by Thatcher's government.
In fact, New Labour's policy proposals and imple me ntation
clearly reflect this rightward ideological swing, underpinned
by the same token that the squad of modernisers within the
parÿ has betrayed thc primary tenets ol social democracy. In
their attempt to be the government of the radical centre, the
modernisers set aside criticisms by marketing their party as a nev/
tlpe ol radical movement) and by preserrting the Third Way as a
transcendental policy that would sustain an agenda of economic,
welfare and ciüc reform meant to go beyond the traditional left/
right divisions.

By not committing to a specific ideological modus operandi, the
Third Way is thus flexible enough to adapt to social democratic
parties' reüsionism, meant to reconcile the new right, social
democratic and communitarian discourses. Indeed, New Labour
has elaborated a distinctive version of neoliberalism that has
been described as "Thatcherism with a Christian Socialist face"
(|essop, l99B: 2). Concurrently with an ideological repositioning,
New Labour has, in fact, carried out a strategic renewa-l to lirrm
a hegemonic project and create therefore, a 'historic bloc'. Its
advocates were not ideologues driven by personal convictiorrs,
but pragmatic professionals who used mass and social media to
market their policies.

3. New Labour's Project: Between Rhetoric and Reality
The radical political agenda propose d l.>y Ncw Labour, whosc motto is thc

'inclusive middle', aimed to transcend the politics ol left and right, was not
largely welcorncd, as it encountered sweeping criticisms. Indeed, for.many
politiciri experts, the Third Way is a vague concept tltat lacks distinction and
coherence, failing to o{fer a real alternative to conscrvative policics. In this
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respect, Stuart Hall (1998) stated that there is an important fla\ÿ within New
Labour's politics, which is its ambition to be 'all-inclusive' and that the -I-hird

Way rhetoric proposcs a üew that does not cnüsion any interests that cannot
be reconciled. This 'utopian' approach proposes politics without advcrsaries
and, de fàcto, is considered inconsistent with any project to translorm and
modernisc radically a given socicty, üthout disturbiug any existing interesrs.

New Labour's credibility was aliio questiolted regarding its ability, to put
Third Way principles into practice and delivcr its electoral pledges. ts1, not
ditching new right policies, criticisms gradually suggcstcct thât thcrc was
nothing really concrete in the principles on which New Labour's approach
was built. However, the main criticism was that, for elector;Ll expediency, the
party has abar.rdoned its traditional left-wing policies and its social democratic
history, even though Blair and his cohort argued that theirpolicies derive lrom
leli-wing vahtes re-appropriated for the modern age. For Panitch and Leys
(1997), the acceptance of capitalist economic management was ir betrayal
that calls into question the transcendcntal nature of New Labour's projcct.

For their defence, New Labour advocates claimed that the new politics
of the party did not assign prevalence to thc marker like thc Conservatives
do; hcnce, there is no bctrayal of Old Labour traditional valucs. In fact,
New Labour's mission was to provide a modern r,velfare state by helping
people ir.rto realjobs. Indeed, thc proliferation of words related to the field ol
work contained in Ncw Labour's discourse, such as 'employees', 'workfare',
'employment', and 'rvelfare-to-work', reveals the party's new rhetoric that
discourages dependency. The new political contexL is tl.rus reaulated by the
ethic ol work and dynamic involverrent in wealth production, ancl not by thc
redistribution of income to the needy

This approach distinguishes New Labour's ideology from the neoJiberal
indiüdualistic principle base d on compctition within the free market, whicl.r
is, in the Iong run, socially dcstructive. This is rcplaccd by thc community
virlue, such as cooperation and mutual support, with an emphasis or.r

indiüduals' responsibility to socieqr In economic matters, the other novelly
of New Labour is its adoption of the stakcholder approach, which spccifics
that the company "is not only:rt the heart of the economy, it is ât the heart
of society" (Howell, 2004, 11). The recognition of companies as social
corporations cntails that cvery compary is embcdded in a large nctu,r-rrk of
reciprocal interests of socieÿ, including employees, customers, local residents,
and shareholders.
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Albeit New Labour philosophy di{fers substantially from New Right
ideology, it has nevcrtheless been accused of being a new version of
Thatchcrism as the concept of 'opportunity for all' is based on pcrsonal
îulfilment rathcr thân collective sharing of rcsourccs. 1'he ner,r, millcnniun.r
has indeed imposed a new approach to macro-economic, industriirl and
social policies; thcreby, the Third Way 'packagc policy' is undor,rbtcdly a
viable strategy that combines neo-liberal and social democratic policies to
depart lrom both old-style dhigiwe and rampant fuistu7-fài.re.

Conclusion
Globalisation and New Times rhetoric has imposed a new rhythm in the

conduct of policy As such, Western social denrocratic pârties, including the
Labour Parry embarked on a vast program of rer.isionism to update their
policies. ï'he overall process of modernisation entailed a series of dramatic
internal, organisational, and ideological changes within New l,abour at
both the structural and rhctorical levels. Blair and the modernisers, who
wholeheartedly embraced neolil:eralism as the new political paradigm, have
successlully carried out the process ol modernisation, which beuan as a
response to Britain's decaying economy

The constitutior.ral and ideological transformatior.r of the Larbonr Party
represents a significant shili fron.r left-reforrnist social democratic policies to
neolibcra.l policies. In fact, il the lcft/right diüde pcriod was characteriscd
by dogmatic ideological certainties, contemporary global politics has srvung
towards a more pragmatic era, regulated by consensual politics. This seismic
shift encapsulates the very notion of the Third Way, which r/as meant to
break the old political mould to constitutc a middle ground betwecn the Left
and the Right. In this sense, it expresses a form of social democracy better
suited to international capitalism.

Thus, in New Labour's rhetoric, both 'economic dyuamism' and 'social
justice' are prcsented in a symbiotic relationship; in reality, they arc mutually
exclusive, as social justice entails the state's power to control the economy
Many critics have under'lincd this inl.rcrcnt contradiction stating that thc
balance between the two lacks substance. This dichotomy betr,veen rhctoric
and substance is at the healt of any cogent analysis ol New Labour

Howerzer, the specificity oI the 'fhircl Way- as a policy package' lays in
reconciling antagonistic themes to emerge as a third alternativc between
statism and libcralism. The extent to which New Labour has been successful
in creating this equilibrium is assessed through its economic and political
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reforms. The rhetoric of social justice ând equâl opportuniry while
emphasising the role of free markets and indiüdual rcsponsibiliry markcd
Ncw Labour's governance during its three mandates. Thc Third \{ay, as a
renewal of outdated ideology, constitutes a radical and modernising approach
to building a new rhetoric to fit the new global order It allowed New Labour
to win the battle of idcas in British politics that of rcconciling "the trvo grcat
streams ol left-of- centre thougl.rt-democratic socialism and liberalism-whose
clivorce this century did so much to weaken progressive politics across the
Wes" (Blair, 1998: 191). Being a uniting element the Third \\ray constitutcs
then the new 'Commonsense' oI many western social democratic parties that
rvould cnablc them to crcatc a ne\,v identity in a socially and culturally divcrse
environr-r-rcnt.
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Abstract
In the 1980s, social democratic parties in Western Europe adopted reüsio-
nism to further their rcformist agendas, This apploach entailcd distancing
their political structures liorn the principles and commitrnents to traditional
olcl-style social democracy, whilc adopting neo-liberal idcas and i.leals that
became the ncw rhetorical norms in a globalised world. This resulted in a
moderuistic ideological thesis namely the Third Way, which- lor marly cent.e-
Ieft parties such as New Labour- constitutes a transcendental politics or a sur-
rogate form ol economics to both state socialism and free-market capitâlism.
This article investigates the Thild Way as a practical 'operational code' that
hclped the Labour Party to demarcate itself and propose a üable altcrnatir.e
to end the old ideological debate. Considering this, the cluestions Iooming
are; how influentia.l has the Third Way been since its adoption as a renewal
of libcralism? f)ocs the lclt,/right idcolosical distinction still matter? What is
its exact rclcvance rvithin global politics wheD the'Third !Vay' narratir,'c has
biurred the traditional ideokrr.ical variarrce? Based upon New LaboLrr party
organisation and policy proposals, I will assess thc pcrrinence of thc party,s
icleological shift and the limits of its reloms. This paper also oflers an apprai-
sal of Ncw Labour's liberal socialism where socialjustice ald economic cffi-
ciency are not mutually exclusive but- against all odds- are rather syntbiotic.

Keywords
Third Way New Labour, social democracy, political discourse, ncoliberalisnl
hegemony, 'Ibny Blaiq Anthony Giddens
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Résumé
Cet articlc propose une appréciation thé.@
Waÿ tcllc c1u'ellc s'cst imposée, à partir des année s 1990, commc un nou-
vel horizon discursif des partis sociaux-<lémocratcs cn Europc occidentalc,
et tout particulièrement du New Labour Dans un cr;ntexte de recomposition
idôologique post-guerre froidc, la troisièmc voie se préscntc conlme unc so-
Iution de dépassement dcs oppositions traditionnelles entrc État ct nlarchél
collectir.isme et individualismc, égalité et efficacité. En s'appuyant sur lcs
travaux d'Àrthony Giddens et sur Ies inflexions progrermmatiques du blai-
risme, l'étude interroge la cohérence conceptuelle de cc projet, ses modali-
tés de légitimation et sa pcrformativité rhétorique comûre « sens commun >>

politique. EIle met en éüdence le rôle central de Ia requalification Iexicale et
de la réorientation narrative dans la àbrication d'un consensus, ainsi que les
zones d'inclétermination qui rendent le dispositif par.ticulièr-eurent adaLptable.
La conclusion montre que la troisième voie tend à ar.ticuler des r.éférents so-
ciaux-démocrates à une rationalité de malché, sans romprc avec les for-rde-
nrents du r apiralisnr".

Mots-clés
troisième voie, New Lzrbouq social-démocratie , dircor,. politiqr.,l;;6é-;
Iisme , hégémonie, Tony Blair, Ânthony Gicldens.
2


