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ABSTRACT

Researcher Name : Moussa khellal. Supervisor: Prof. Dr- Tahar Loucif
Stage: Master’S Degree. Field: Arabic language teaching.

Topic: teaching function words in Algerian schools, third year of secondary school
as a case study, analytical, descriptive and critical study.

The Research plan: | followed in this research the methodology of teaching function
words in analysing, criticising and describing. It includes an introduction, four
chapters, a conclusion and an appendix.

As for the introduction, | mentioned in it the importance of the topic, reasons for
choosing it, research plan and methodology.

Chapter one: function words, definition and importance.

It includes the definition of function words and their importance in Arabic Linguistic
and Islamic theology. This chapter includes a prologue and six sections.

Section one: definition of function words.

Section two: definition of function tools.

Section three: function words viewed by grammarians and linguists.
Section four: function words viewed by Coran interpreters.

Section five: function words viewed by Islamic scholars.

Section six: child linguistic development and function words.

As far as chapter Il is concerned, it is entitled: function words, integration, ellipsis,
and use. It studies ellipsis function words and their rules, and their semantic
functions. It comprises a prologue and three sections.

Section one: rules of ellipsis function words.
Section two: rules of integrating function words.
Section three: functional use of function words.

As for chapter three, it deals with the teaching of function words before third year of
secondary schools in Algerian school. It includes three sections.

Section one: teaching function words at primary schools level.

Section two: teaching function words at middle schools level.
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Section three: teaching function words at secondary school level ( first and second
years ).

As far as chapter four is concerned, it is entitled: function words and their teaching
at the third year level of secondary schools. This chapter includes three sections.

Section one: teaching function words at the third year level of secondary school,
Philosophy stream.

Section two: analysing the teaching methodology of function words at the level of
third year of secondary school, philosophy stream.

Section three: criticism and evaluation of function words teaching at the level of
third of secondary school, general, technological and philosophy stream.

Last are the conclusion, and appendices.
Among the most important conclusions drawn by the researcher:

1) The attention given by linguists and grammarians to function words emphasises
their extreme importance given that they are a crucial part of Arabic language. The
latter cannot express its semantics, rhetoric, signals, symbols and images without
them. Indeed they add meanings to sentences and structures in which they occur,
consequently those who interpret Coran need to make sure they understand them in
order not to commit mistakes. Therefore, meanings and interpretations differ
according to them. The interaction and interrelation between theology and Arabic
sciences in general, and between AL Fikh and the science of function words
especially led to the emergence of FIKH issues based on the good understanding of
function words and Arabic language. For this scholars of theology emphasised the
dire need to know the meanings of function words.

2) Child language improves little by little, and function words are amongst the first
ones that the children acquire in his early ages. Around the age of four they start
little by little acquiring the skill of using them and understand simple compound
sentences. Nevertheless, when the compound sentence includes a logical
relationship like conditionals it becomes difficult for children who are under the age
of schooling unless they refer to non abstract meanings.

3) Function words are divided according to whether they modify the sentence or not.
Also they are categorized depending on whether they are related to nouns, verbs,
and to both of them.

4) Their meanings differ and their function in the sentence converges and diverges,
and some are simple and some other are complex. Indeed, some are specified and
some are not, some are imbedded and some are added.
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5) Teaching methods adopted the concept of scaffolding from simple to difficult, and
from concrete to abstract. It also adopted the competency based approach and the
textual approach in order to help oral and written expression of learners; school
manuals incarnate these approaches.

6) Grammar lesson in intended to put the language right and to purify the discourse
and acquire fluency. These are not achieved through rote learnt theoretical rules,
but through scientific patterns acquired thanks to drilling and practise.

7) The learning of function words has been marked by the random selection of topics
and their splitting over school levels and mental age of learners. Not until the third
year of secondary school are they taught and this is a monumental mistake because
the learners needs them throughout all the preceding stages of learning more than
he does at this level. That is because he cannot understand texts without mastering
the meanings of function words. Our philosophy stream students are judged to be
helpless but it is not their fault, neither is it the fault of other streams students who
go to university without knowing them altogether. Consequently, teaching
approaches have not brought about a good command and awareness of the
language.

8) Function words have a functional role at both the level of meaning and function
which made teaching approaches torn between the two.

9) The teaching of function words knew many flaws because the discovery approach
does not enable the learner to discover all the rules. The latter is achieved through
the classical way of teaching which is teacher centred. In the discovery approach the
teacher serves as a guide and a provider and thus the learner can never be the
centre of learning.

10) The teaching of function words knew flaws with the textual approach. The fact
that the learner is the one who builds his knowledge and learning by himself makes
the adoption by educational reforms of contextual approach an undoable act vis-a-
vis the text. We have often found that a whole grammar lesson is based on one
sentence from the text.

11) Many grammatical terms related to function words have not been explained nor
elaborated. Terms like goal, spatial or time goal, pasting, diversity, etc. Are abstract
terms for the students, so illustration is not enough if meanings are not explained.
we have noticed that first secondary grade book couples between the absence of
explanation, such as the original meanings of some prepositions, and between their
illustrations on the other hand. Neither did it inculcate it in the learners’ minds not
did it let the learner discover. So, what pedagogy shall publishers follow?
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12) The wrong information fraught in school books, and to state but a few, the
mentioning of "unless" as a preposition without explaining its meaning nor providing

an illustration is a predicament in which publishers found themselves, and brought
on themselves criticism because SUBAOUEH is the only one who counted this word
among prepositions with the condition of being used with a pronoun. SUBAOUEH did
not mention its meaning so what is the use of bothering the learners with words you
cannot explain? Indeed, publishers ignored the tenth conjunction ‘whether’ with the
meaning of ‘or’, so was it done purposefully or unwittingly.

Among what arises in the school book: consider the following example (sentence in
Arabic from Coran) We showed him the Way: whether he be grateful or ungrateful
(rests on his will).

What do you understand from the word “whether”?
No doubt you understand preference and choice, and also addition.

So what ‘whether’ are the writers speaking about? Is that the first? The second? Or
both?

They are wrong at all events because The first ‘'whether’ is not a conjunction neither
is the second. Indeed, the writer’s selected example is controversial because
BASOURA scholars said that it is for choice whereas the koufa ones said it is
conditional. Yet AL FARAA said that the meaning is’ we guided him to the right path
no matter he believes or disbelieves’

Is this the only example they found, a controversial example to build upon?? Or is
that the rush which leads to brain stuffing with falsified information??

13) The teaching of function words knew weaknesses at the level of pedagogy like
other branches. In first and second grades those branches had practises and
integration in the lesson, whereas in the third year lessons did not benefit from the
instant use of input after the lesson. What arose in the activities at the end of the
chapter had many pitfalls, and no concept check questions were used.
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. Dictionnaire de didactique des langues, R. Galisson, R. Coste,
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ans, Bénédicte De Boysson Bardies, éditions Odile Jacob, (9 Avr
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(22sept 2012).
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