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Abstract: The study of Islamic numismatics is one of the
important studies, due to the importance of the coin in itself,
as it is considered a symbol of the state’s sovereignty and
independence. It also reflects the extent of the development
of arts and industries, which appear through motifs and
writings. Thus, it is the result of the artistic capabilities of
the calligraphers of that era. The status that the Algerian
numismatics enjoyed during the Ottoman era is no less
important than the numismatics that preceded it in terms of
the quality of the decorations, inscriptions and writings,
which made it an archaeological and artistic source to know
the extent of the development of the Algerian railway
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technically and decoratively by tracing the development of
all types of fonts, the maghrebine, the thuluth and the tugra,
which the Algerian calligrapher made sure to improve, as
well as the extent and diversity of geometric, botanical and
symbolic motifs. In our research, we have relied on the
importance of numismatics that preceded it in terms of the
quality of the decorations, inscriptions and writings. We
chose the collection of the National Public Museum of
Ancient Antiquities and Islamic Arts in Algiers and the
Ahmed Zabana Museum in Oran for studying due to the
diversity and multiplicity of the collection of coins
preserved in them compared to the rest of the national
museums. We made an inventory cards, highlighting their
characteristics, artistic and decorative features, and
analyzing their decorations and images of letters.

Keywords: coins, Algerian numismatics, artistic features,

Ottoman era, Arabic calligraphy.
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