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Abstract:

This article aims to highlight the American perspective on the
May 8, 1945 massacres committed by France following the
declaration of the end of World War 11, through a study of an
important historical article written by (Manfred Halpern 1924
- 2001)., a theorist, writer, and professor at the American
University who followed the parameters of political
transformations and settlement in the Middle East and North
Africa. The article's content is presented for the first time in
a study as a historical document published in the American
magazine Middle East, Issue 2, 1948, three years after the
massacres. This makes it one of the most important sources
on the massacre. The article also aims to present, analyze, and
evaluate the American perspective on what was revealed in
northern Constantine regarding the nature of the massacres
and the number of victims and participants in the massacre,
under the distinctive title of "Algiers 1945."

Keywords: Middle East; North Constantine; Massacres of May 8,
1945; Colonialism.
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THE ALGERIAN UPRISING
OF 1945

Manfred Halpern

It iz clear . . . that the prii i

Skfml*:mtntkwvm—c:mr”-z'
‘&arﬂlb}cr&d”l&mx:dwa e cresis,
lﬁ‘" 2,000 meters, cus in two the &ng{:&"tﬂa:ym
T a‘tad‘knxﬁaﬂ kpeopld Berber tribe:, seared and miser-
able, whose I Aostilsty app ynu irolated astacks. Forestry
pozz and small, thinly wd of reprezent all the
Eurcpean ugﬂ-mmk/o-d.u thiz b—p-t&d Lrear routes.

O-Mc-uwlngd‘hya -wn.nmldé‘hﬁfr-ndlgm dMoug‘
@ tive had burst, the driver, taking mo time to repasr it, had driven
ul&rmdl&*d/wdclm17m WM&M-:M—JM

imsarrection: “Algiers, Oran, Constantine are on fire and filled with

loodshed.” Too creduile and i ‘lyaW-ldmIn‘Iqm tb
natives let themiselves be swayed to revolt, and Iy, &y ted
ection, violence broke out at several points in the town®

US BEGAN the first amplified account, wired by
France-Presse to the local newspapers, of uprisings
in the department of Constantine. But news of this

revolt of Algerian Moslems in the spring of 1945, when Allied
forces were attaining their victory in Europe, was scarcely al-
lowed to trickle beyond the borders of Algeria. Nor has a more
complete story been told since.

An account of the events in which 100 Europeans, and 1,500
(or according to other sources 40,000) Moslems were killed, if
placed against a background of French achievements and failures
in Algeria, may give a measure of insight into the tensions be-
tween Moslem and French nationalism which an of im-
perialism has so far left unresolved — tensions which on this
occasion exhibited themselves at their rawest and most violent.
Contrary to the suggestions of the semi-official news dispartches,

* Diplche de Comstantine, May t4, 1945

VMMM.MMydMM&W-M
dent at the School of Ad I Srudies in Washington, D.C.
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