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Education as a Gateway to Achieving Social Justice :

A Descriptive Comparative Analysis of Equity Policies in
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Abstract:

This study examines the link between education and social justice
through a descriptive comparative analysis of equity policies in basic
education, viewing education as a means to promote equal opportunities
and reduce structural gaps. It addresses a central issue: despite adopting
equity principles, educational policies — especially in Arab contexts —
often fail to tackle deep-rooted disparities and ensure fair access and
quality. The research uses a descriptive-analytical comparative approach,
combining conceptual and policy analysis with comparisons between
developing and developed countries. It employs tools such as document
analysis, literature review, and expert interviews. Four key questions are
explored: theoretical concepts of justice and equity, mechanisms for
translating policies into practice, differences between countries, and
challenges in Arab contexts. Findings show that equity requires deliberate
educational practices, including fair funding, inclusive curricula, teacher
training, and community involvement. The study concludes with
recommendations to restructure policies, target vulnerable groups,
diversify curricula, and strengthen the link between research and
policymaking.

Keywords: Social Justice; Educational Equity; Basic Education;

Comparative Educational Policies.
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