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The self has been present in many important fields such as psychology,
sociology and philosophy. It has entered these fields in the same way it did
with literary astronomy, where it became one of the important issues as it
poses pivotal problems at the heart of contemporary narratives celebrating the
ego discourse, as the writer aims to highlight his subjective traits and cast its
shadows on His writings, which are primarily human experiences, increase in
importance through narration, which is an important way to read, represent and

analyze reality.

This endeavor is considered an effective contribution through contemporary
writing in transferring literature and removing it from the circle of entertainment,
enjoyment, education and singing of grandparents’ heroism and glories, to a
form of human expression when we follow paths that lead us to the depths of
the self that reveal and reveal its hidden and integrated opinions with the

events and course of reality.

Contemporary narratives pay great attention to the self, which is floundering
amid worries that burdened Arab society, and this return to the self would not
have spread had it not been placed in an open world that dissolved all the
borders that separate the idiosyncrasies from each other, and the result was
tragedies that led to the celebration of selves at the expense of other selves.
Obliterated and marginalized, it had nothing but to revolt and revolt in order to
recover what was lost and celebrate its peculiarities on which it rests in building
the self through contemporary narratives that rely on the concerns of Arab
society and its current culture because the self seeks to express its awareness
and reveal its views through facts that re-represent it. This is only a premise

on which to raise its issues.



Women are among the most involved in this field, and the best evidence of the
novels witnessed by the literary scene in which female writers seek to prove
themselves and restore effectiveness to their buried centrality, even if this is by
digging them in forgotten historical pages that revitalize a memory witness to
the events that women had It has a prominent role, just like the man, and it
integrates all this into national issues that are inseparable from Arabism,

religion and customs.

The contemporary feminist novel is witnessing many transformations, especially
as women writers seek to drop themselves in their texts and merge them with
issues that intersect with the concerns of reality and society, to hear their
moans resulting from their confusion amidst crises resulting from political and
cultural transformations deep in history, and thus this type of writing became a
field for exploration. On the implicit aesthetic and cultural patterns that lead to
revealing the hidden shadows of the self and its problems in light of historical

issues raised in a literary critical way.

Going back to history, re—analyzing and interpreting it based on the women
writers’ selves and their points of view, and correcting it — if it is true to say —
has become one of the most important issues that the contemporary Arab
feminist novel gives great attention to, especially the historical events through
which our present identity was established. This new type of writing has
become It aims to drop the experiences and facts the author witnessed in his
life, to become a narrator integrated into the story, with a presence and a voice
that we can discern through the “I” pronoun, which refers us to a match that
combines the writer and the personality, so the writer hears his opinion and

point of view through the voices of the characters, expressing awareness The



author and his vision, assigning the tasks of pronouncing it to the characters,
and this is what the writer adopts in most of her contemporary novels, as she
has begun to mix her voice within multiple voices, thus expressing herself
through the voice of her characters. Women's voices, whether present or

coming from the depths of history, were condemned to silence.

In her contemporary writings, the woman has liberated her narratives from that
artificial conflict between her and the man, and made her a platform for social
criticism, and a call for change and reform. To search for this present or

extended in that past.

The prominent role of women in raising issues that remain silent from a
women’s point of view, and this self-immersion is nothing but a search for an
independent identity that liberates it from dependence, and restores its position
in the shadow of history, striving to represent it through a special language
vibrant with everything that makes it celebrate itself in deep discourses. ,
reflects her awareness of her situation and her role in society, so our research
seeks to trace the thorny steps and paths taken by contemporary Arab women
writers in order to prove themselves, whether explicitly or in a hidden way, and
to link their manifestations with the issues of Arab society in the light of
historical events, and to delve into the heart of the liberation revolutions in

order to reveal about its secrets.

We cannot deny that the idea of the work is an extension of an article prepared
by the supervisor, Prof. Hayat Umm Al-Saad, entitled “Representations of
Self-Talking and History in the Arab Feminist Novel, the Intercourse of the
Martyr and the Witness in the Novel “Woman Without a Shrine” by Asia

Jabbar, to participate in the work of the first forum of the novel: Self-narration



and history in the Arab feminist novel, Chouaib Doukkali University,
Morocco.This work was an outlet from which we drew a problem for our
research related to the qualitative and quantitative leap in the Arab feminist
novel and the change in the form of feminist writing because it is linked to
deep issues that reflect the lived reality and wear it in many texts as a mantle
History to read this reality through selves that yearn to free themselves from
dependence and acquire an identity different from the stereotypical identity

drawn in the memory of the individual, society and the reader alike.

In addition to the foregoing, the problem branched out into a number of
questions that we tried to answer by diving into feminist fiction texts to search

for that self embedded in texts that dealt with historical events:

What is the relationship between the narrative and the historical reality? What
are the boundaries that led to the intertwining of both fiction and reality? Does
everything we imagine narratively stem from the reality of tribal life? How have
feminist issues been embodied in historical novels? Can the historical novel be
considered a platform through which the self reveals its innermost potential?
What is the relationship that the writer seeks to weave between self-narration

and historical representation?

All these questions push us further to delve deeper into that relationship that
binds the self to its history, based on basic problems that branch into concerns
raised by blogs, and to answer them, it was necessary for us to set a plan
according to which the research would be straightened, so it was detailed as

follows:



An introductory introduction after the introduction and called it (theoretical
framework for the specificity of feminist writing), in which we presented the
most important stages that feminist writing has gone through, in addition to the
most important issues that she addresses through her writings; That is, we
sought in this entry to track the most important developments related to the
development of feminist writing, so we relied on what was presented by: Hala

Kamal, Abdullah Al-Ghadami and Howaida Saleh...

Let us then rely on a theoretical chapter, which deals with the issues of the
imaginary and the real, entitled (The Ontology of the Historical Imaginary). She
performs the process of projecting history with her imagination and presence
through a narration in which we present her views; That is, the writer does not
present history outside of herself, and from it, the historical imagination is not
arbitrary, but is based on knowing history and returning it through a subjective
viewpoint that fused with history, and since the subject adopted a presence
followed by the presentation of history and its visions about it, thus becoming a
narrative identity attributed to a narration. Information and giving personal
views and impressions, and all of this fuses and merges according to a
hierarchical relationship whose base is based on history, and the top of the

pyramid is identity.

The narrative imaginary is the link that unites them, and in this station we

relied on a number of references, the most important of which are:

(The content of the form) by Hayden White, (The Self as Another) by Paul
Ricoeur, (The Historical Novel) by Georg Lukac, (The Aesthetics of Verbal
Creativity) and (Dostoevsky's Poetics) by Mikhail Bakhtin.



Then, our research continues in two applied chapters, as we touched in the
second chapter entitled (Self-narration: restoration of memory, criticism of
reality and confronting history), to highlight feminist representations within
historical narrative contexts, through which the various forms of hegemony and
the struggles it faced, whether socially or politically, are reflected. , or
culturally. Thus, it reflects itself through its relationship with the other, thus
proving its self-existence within the altruistic existence, which is an effective
element in self-discovery, formation and representation within the facts of

history.

We also traced the paths of memory, which are the thread that the novelists
followed in drawing the communicative path between the present self and the
self throughout history; That is, relying on that link that combines the identity of

the self, its memory, and its reality.

If we want to shorten this chapter, we summarize it in three main points
derived from the study carried out by Gerard Genette in his analysis of the

discourse of the tale, which are:

Time: When the self recalls previous events that occurred in history, then it

touches the repercussions of memory through retrieval.

The voice: on which the writers depend in revealing the innermost parts of this

self, and determining its position in the midst of the other.

Form: It is the way the self expresses its vision of this world in the midst of

history after its representation.



All three elements included, together, aim to monitor the transition of this self
from the real to the imaginary narrative, to be manifested through a narrative

identity that was formed in the womb of the narration.

As for the third chapter, it was titled (Chronotop of Identity in the Paths of Self-
narration and History), through which we tried to treat the mechanisms through
which the self seeks its subjectivity based on historical references and
backgrounds that it lives according to various imaginative experiences,

temporally and spatially.

The approach followed was an inevitable result, necessitated by the research
plan, as it was necessary for us to lean clearly on what was presented by the
data of the deliberative approach, as we saw that it was the most appropriate
to avoid superficial analysis, and we strived to delve into the folds of the text
and its contents and search for the purposes that the text phrases hide,
Especially if we consider that our research is based on investigation and
excavation of experiences related to the self and history, represented narration
through artistic experience and aesthetic experience, and that female writers
made themselves verbal and active selves in their texts. A narrative that is
closely related to the theory of action and saying, relying on a group of critics
such as: Carbrad Urquini, Muhammad Al-Khabu, Abdel Fattah Al-Hajjari, Al-

Amami, Alan Rabatal.

Our research works on Arab blogs stemming from different nationalities
distributed between Jordan through the novel "Pistachio Obaid" by Samiha
Khreis, Egypt through "The Map of Love" by Ahdaf Soueif, and the "Granada

Trilogy" by the late Radwa Ashour and Palestine through the novel "Bab Al



Saha" by Sahar Khalifa We chose these blogs for several reasons, the most

important of which are:

These novels deal with historical issues through which female writers returned
to important and sensitive past events, which were an important factor in

determining the fate of many individuals.

The novels did not neglect the personal aspect that the characters experience
in the midst of these events, as they combined social issues such as diaspora
and vanishing, and cultural issues such as customs, traditions, religion and
language, as well as indications of rebellion and anger at those harsh historical
conditions, and this is what made them rich novels in terms of values and

visions. and viewpoints.

The novels have an aesthetic and cultural specificity that enabled women
writers to have their resonance reflected in the critical arena, and they have a
creative and artistic weight because their writings are filled with serious and

deep issues that have reinforced the mechanisms of narrative writing.

Like all scientific research, we faced a number of obstacles and difficulties,

including:

— The time factor necessitated us to complete this research very quickly, in
addition to the crisis that the world witnessed recently, as the quarantine period
was a conducive factor in using time in study, on the other hand, it was a
factor that made it difficult for us to access valuable books that abound in our
libraries on the one hand. On the other hand, or direct contact with our
professors and benefit from their opinions and ideas, which play an important

role in arousing and reviving our scientific curiosity.



In conclusion, | would like to extend my sincere thanks to the one who has the
great credit for the completion of this research after God Almighty, the
supervising professor Hayat Umm Al-Saad, who strives to guide us students to
the right path. Thanks are also due to all the respected teachers of the
Training Committee, each in his own name, for their earnest endeavor to enrich
our ideas and their generous support in supporting us with important sources,
references, tips and guidelines that aim to inform us of the prestigious scientific
level, and thanks also to the discussion committee that bore the burden of
reading the research and enriching it with their opinions and criticisms. the

value .



