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IMPERIALISM IN THE MIDDLE EAST

by

Dr. Muhammad El Bahay

Director General of The Islamic Culture
Administration

Imperialism in the Middle East,
though it has various forms, usually se-
rves one object that is the disintegrat-
ion of peoples’ unity in every country
or provoking main disputes between
one nation and another. Imperialism,
though has revealed its aims since the
begining of the ninteenth century, vet
its manoeuvers to concentrate and
fulfil its aims in the middle east had
been actually started in the seven-
teenth century.

The first form of imperialism is
represented in the influence of capi-
talism through the establishment of
firms or through trade and loans. Such
foreign capitals, when settled in any
of the middle eastern countries,
are always accompanied by political
influence as well as by intervention
in the state’s own affairs. Such inte-
rvention is almost Tollowed by mili-
tary occupation. The military occupa-
tion of India in 1856 and in Egypt in
1887, for instance, were preceded by
the domination of foreign caPital as
well as by political intervention. They

e

were preceded too by acquiring cert-
ain authorities in directing the gove-
rnmental affairs. The same was the
case with the military occupation of
Indonesia and North Africa from
Morocco to Libya.

The imperialistic countries-to ensure
their continual exploitation of the raw
materials which they need to develop
their national economy, of manpower
to obtain these raw materials al law
prices and of the local markets of
the occupied countries to consume
their own products-use another sort of
imperialism characterized by its effe-
ctive, far reaching, deep-rooted and
long-termed eflects. This soft of imp-
erialism is meant to enable imperi-
alists to achieve their goals or to
subdue the exploited and occupied
countries through guidance.

Imperialism in guidance,

Through such imperialistic gui-
dance, the imperialists deal with

|charactenstics of the people, their
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intellectual and spi'ri{unl heritage,
their language, thir history their deep-
rooted traditions and the foundations
upon which their society is built in
such a way that realizes severing
the rising generations from such
traditions, heritage and values, and
weakening their grasps of their
language and arts. Bye and Bye they
will forget completely their past and
abandon their traditional values. They
will even feel ashamed to be related
to such past or to mention such
values or to use their own language.
Consequently they will pay no atte-
ntion to all these characteristics.

On realizing these ends, the
imperialits step forward to win the
people to the side of their principles,
their way of life and their way of
thinking. They as well circulate their
own language, literatures and arts,
As there is almost a gap between
the colonists and the colonized coun-
tries in the field of economy and
the standard of living of individuals,
the imperialists always seize this
opportunity to give evidence of their
superiority as regards human values

and degradations of human values
| amongst the colonized nation. Hence
they create in the colonised countries
an inclination to imitate their way
of life and a desire to get rid of
their own. This tendency in turn has
an effect upon the past, legacy and

(2)

values of the exploited countries.
They often look upon this past with
a scornful glance and hold it respo-
nsible for their backwardness.

The impact of the industrial
nations of to-day upon the backward
nations in the field of industry is
another example. It arouses a feeling
amongst those nations that the supe-
riority of industrialists is due to their
advancement in the industrial civiliz-
ation. Thus they are tempted to ac-
cept their values and ideals or at
least they are conditioned to accept
them. However, there is no tempting
factor other than the said gap bet-
ween the two parties. Such tempta-
tion has led so many Africans and
Asians to fall under the ferule ol
such impact and to believe someti-
mes in the American civilization and
thus stick to its human values, and
to believe some other time in the
Russian industry and therefore wel-
come the communist ideals. Their
adherence to either side is not based
on sound perception but they are
only captured by the atiraction of
the industrial civilization in either
party. Had they pondered a little and
examined both Eastern and West-
ern domains, they would have inevi-
tably come to the conclusion that the
advancement of the standard of indu-

strial civilization does not necessitate
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the sublimity of human values.

This is simply because the
human values emanate from man's
moral standard and his sublime cond-
uct as regards his relationship with
other men which should be erected
on co-operative, fraternal and amical
foundations; whereas the advanced
standard of industrial civilization is
a mere result of machine and the
mass production of industry. Inspite
of the fact that such machine is
invented and directed by man, yet
it is not necessary that this man
should have a benevolent heart which
is above selfishness and egoism.

Actually any people, when all-
ured or instigated to quit their trad-
itional past and believe in new ide-
as, are not at the same level. Some
individuals have no resistence and
consequently yield fo such temptation
and move heedlessly forward under
the force of instigation; meanwhile
some other individuals hesitate before
they accept such propaganda and
stick to their own traditions as an
expression of their opposition to such
an enticement.

The logical conclusion of such
divergence of views is the disinteg-
ration of people’s unity and the

creation of two diw_erse trends; the

traditional group which upholds the
and the modern one

old values

which embraces the modem ideas
and shuns their old traditions.

The decomposition of the colo-
nized people as such mentioned
gives rise to conflict between
the inconsistent parties. Imperialists
then seize this opportunity to sow
the seeds of dissinsion among people
by supporting a party against another
in a bid to widen the gap between
them and thus stimulate sectarian
conflict. Imperialists, when sup-
porting their favourite stooges, emp-

loy them to carry out their imperia-

listic policy, while their antagonistic
attitude towards the national eleme-
nts means that they are no longer
fit for moderm life.

As soon as colonialists propaga-
te their own language amongst their
clients, the latter hasten to abandon
their inherited language and use
either this new imperialistic tongue
or a mortal accent of their original
language. This misuse of language
leads to the weakening of bonds
between the generations which rise
and grow under trusteessip of imper-
ialism and their initial languagein such
a way that makes it looses its cha-
racteristic as an outlet therby the
rising generations can overlook their
past. And this is because it is no
longer valid for such a purpose as
long as the validity of any means
lies in the possibility of making use
of it.
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Moreover, imperialists search
for other reasons which help increa-
se dissensions and dissolution of the
people. They search for the ideolag:
ies and doctorines in which people
believe, go back to the past to look
for the origins to which people
belong and study history to find
out successive civilizations which
peopje had passed by in order to
revive the tendency of ideological,
tribal and cultural fanaticism. What
imperialists were actually doing in
the northern region of the United
Arab Republic is good enough to
prove this argument. Apart from
their encourgement of the use of
colliqual language and the negligen-
ce of the classical language, from
their glorification of secular educat-
ion and from looking sarcasti-
cally at religious tuition and at the
institution wherein religious teachings
are being studied i.e., Al-Azhar,
Imperialists had been attempting to
arouse Pharaoic fanaticism and disr-
egard Arab Nationalism. Semilarly
they had been trying hard to arouse
Assyrianism in Syria. Moreover,
imperialists had been exerting unfla-
gging efforts to awaken sectarian
dissension between the Sunnis and
the Shiis on the one hand, and to
put a wedge between Muslims and
Christians on the other hand.

They had been ftrying the same
in Iraq - between the Sunnis and the

Shiis, and between the Arabs and
the Kords - ,in Libya between the
Sunnis and the Abadis, in Moroceco
and Algeria betwaen the Arabs and
the Barbers and in the Sudan betw-
een the followers of Al-Mahdi and
those of Al-Marghani, and between
the northermners and southerners.

Imperialists have realized lately
that their treachrous conspiracies as
well as their filthy trials were expo-
sed to and foiled by the occupied
countries as a result of their vigila-
nce of the unifying factors such as
Arab Nationalism in the domain of
Arab world or as the call to Islam
as a comprhensive way ol life as is
the case in Pakistan. Therefore colo-
nialists have crealed a lot of dispu-
tes quite enough to consume a great
deal of the political as well as eco-
nomical activities of the occupied
countries and which stand as a per-
manent source of peril threatening
any country which seeks emancipa-
tion from the fetters of imperialism.
To carry out its new plan imperialism
has created many disputes; Israel in
the middle east, for instance, and
Kashmir in Central Asia.

However, Israel was not existed
to be a nation but to be a lasting squ-
rce of danger directed against all Arab
nations if they ultimately attempt to
terminate western trusteeship and get
red of foreign political and economical
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domination. This is simply because
the Jews' main interest, which is
" nothing but the investment of their
capitals, imposes on them to live
scattered all over the entire world
in order to employ their wealth in
the different sections of the various
countries. The easiest way to achieve
such an aim is- the non-concentra-
tion of their capitals on a limited land
or a narrow area serving only the
few millions of population. The
history of the Jews as well as their
psychological characteristics, which
control their characters, show us
without any doubt that their princi-
pal concern is thoroughly devoted to
the increase of their wealths through
the taking of usury not to maintain
the sovereignty or the power or the
dignity of the state.

The role of Arab Nationalism:

The role of Arab Nationalism
might be conceived as the decisive
factor which helped in the extirpa-
tion of seeds of sectarianisin and fana-
ticism, and which diverted the attent-
ion of the Arabs into the character-
istics which form the general struc-
ture of the Arab society and its
peculiar personality. It is Arab
Nationalism that aroused the Arabs
from their slumber and referred them
to their history with all its glories
and heroisms, fo their intellectual
heritage throughout the ages and to

'

their spiritual and ever-lasting values
as ordained by the Heavenly mes-
sage. The impact of Arab Nationalism
has not been undoubtedly a slight
one. It has awakened a nation, inte-
grated a people and proved that the
Arab natoin, from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Arab Gulf, is an integral
whole. It has expunged all ftraits of
discord and the artrficial demarcat-
ions which imperialists had made
long time ago.

~ Therefore Arab Nationalism is
to us a revival movement and a
linking chain between our present
and past. The philosophy of Arab
Nationalism stipulates that we are
only Arabs united and not influenced
by fanaticism or sectarianism; and
that our homeland includes all ter-
ritories stretching from the Atlantic
Ocean to the Arab Gull

Arab Nationalism as well de-
fines the intellectual {rends and
noble objectives of the Arab society.
According to this ideology our intel-
lectual outlook should emanate from
our traditions as well as our present
existence, and our values, which
enjoin unity and consolidation of
our nation, should sPring from our
glorious history.

Arab nation, however, welcomes
peace and opposes subjugation and
aggression. All Arabs, though they



have ditferent points of view,
unanimously agree that their nation
should remain independent sovereign
Arab state having its own ideals
and values.

Thus when we borrow irom
others their way of thinking, their
way of life and their means which
leads to civilization and progress,
we take only what we deem it good
enough to h'elp develoP ours not to
drag us away from our heritage.

. Arab Nationalism thus is the
framework of all our activities. It is
not only a factor of awakening but
also of outlining our obligations tow-
ards our society as well as our
rights, therein and of clarifying our
relationships with others. It is not a
provincial call which seperates Arab
people from the whole of mankind
to make them superior to any other
people. But it is a call to maintain
the spicific characteristics of Arab
nation in order not to be melted in
or absorbed by any nation. It is only
meant to preserve the independance
of Arab people, ascertain well under-
standing between them and others
and urge them to uphold modetlys

their glories. Arab nationalism there-
fore is a philosophical doctrine not
a temporary political movement. It
is an intellectual ideclogy and a
mood of conduct simultanuously.

The more we are conscious of
this ideology, the stronger is our
resistance of imperialism. It is clear
then that Arab Nationalism and
imperialism can by no- means be
allies.

However, in our society as
well as in our daily life there are
still some remnants left over by
imperialism which had been previo-
usly from amongst its main object-
vies. The more unity and brother-
hood flourish, the use of the stand-
ard Arabic prevails and the faith in
our spiritual values and ideals incr-
ease; the lesser these remainders
become until they entirely vanish.
On realizing this goal there will be
no longer imperialism but comprhens-
ive independance which preserves
dignity and prestige of all individ-
uals and facilitate the road for them
to lead a course of dignified life in
which mutual co-operation and good
understanding prevail.
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THE EVOLUTION OF ISLAM

By

RAIMOND CHARLIE
CRITICIEM AND COMMENTARY

BY

Prof. Malik Ben Nabi

Con tents :

Part (a) The traditional Islamic
Society.
1 — Man and Woman.

2 — Society and its regulations.

(b) The reformers and Moderni-
sis in Islam.

(c) Islamic Nationalism.

(d) The present evolution in the
Society and Islamic regulations.

1 — The political evolution.
2 — The economical evolution.

3 — The Social evolution.
4 — The evolution of the law.
5 — The Cultural evolution.

6 — The
‘Waman.

evolution of the

(e) The evolution of present
Morocco and Algiers.

(f) The factors of Islamic Rise.
(g) The tuture.
(h) Islam and Communism.

v 2

The general base :

We shall have misunderstood,
it we consider that what the
Orientalists wrote about Islam was
to preach the Islamic virtues among
their European Citizens.

As a matter of fact, the Orient-
alist who writes about Islam and
Muslims, is urged by many motives
which sometimes are of noble purpo-
se, such as the profession urges the
professor — as Gibb — to write, ot
the intellectual tendencies urge one
to write merely as a scholar, as it is
done by ( FLOFAL).

The works of this scholar or
that professor, sometimes benefits
the Muslims. This is because one of
them — whatever was his aim —
enlightened some points that had an
effect on Islamic society, while the
other devoted his life to explain the
words of the holy Qur'an to place
within the hands of unmemorizer be
that Muslim or non-Muslim.
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Under these circumstances, We | hich are unexposed to the evolution
shall ask: Do the book of Mr. Raim” | o5 we understand it.

ond Charlie of any benefit to us? I
am sorry, if my answer is in the
negative. Whether we appreciate it
or not, I am quite sure that it hag
no benefits to us, and I think, it
will not be of any benelit to the
others as well.

This confusion leads us to judge
religion by the crimes which are
committed by its followers, or rather,
to judge the virtues of the creator,
by the misdeeds of the creature.

The Qur'an affords the right
Solution in the holy verse “Whatever
good (a man ) Happens to thee is

It we suppose that the book is | from they ( own ) Soul ",
for studying, we must admit that it
contains the following three defects:

The first hypothesis :

The wrong method of treatment

1 — The title, o TP
2 — The method of treatment Since the 19 th Century, in
in the book. Spite of their culture which had

accepted the evolution principle,

3 — The personal Comparison
either in physics Since the time of

of the writer throughout

the book. Darwen, or in Social and economical

Sciences Since the time of Brodon,

The wrong title : The European writers who Studied

As regards the title, the writer | the Islamic Sciences, refused to apply

has repleced the term “ Islamic | the evolution of principles in their
Society ” which is the Subject of his | studies.

book, with the word “ Islam ", In this respect, we notice that

Qur criticism will be futile, if = the writers, like Mr. Raimond charlie
this error, is merely a literal mistake. | Study the present Social Conditions
Nevertheless, it means that the writer, ' of Islamic Society, not in the context
by using his special term, is follo- | of its historical evolution, but asa pe-
wing the footsteps of other European = rmanent condition which the Muslim
writers. The term leads them to an | Society, not only can not get rid of
insensate change of the Subject, | but is also destined to live it. This
and this in turn leads to the mental | gives us a clear idea about the
confusion between the Islamic Social | European writers and their misconce-
facts which are subject to rise and | ptions of Islam and Muslims. They
decline according to certain time | believe in the evolution theery, but
factors, and the other facts of Islam | do not apply it in their studies of
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the Muslim Society. They paid full
attention to the stationary aspict,
while ignoring the active one in their
considiration. As a result, this leads
to a bad out look with regard to the
islamic world in one of its two as-
pects : either because he cannot
conquer the laziness, or because he
cannot adjust the wrong direction.

The writer personal comparison:

If we suppose that the book
contains teachings, we shall know
that the fault has arisen not from
out, but from itself.

As a matter of fact, Mr. Raimond
Charlie does not write according to
the freedom of thought and the
dictation of the heart, as it is the
duty of the writer who devotes his
life and struggle for the service of
science and fact.

Therefore, he compells us to
doubt his scientifical ability and
spirit, in spite of what is written in
his book of the various knowledges.
Consequently, we find that he con-
tradicts himseli in many parts of
his book.

As for example :

He refers to in page 8. that
Islam is the sol religion whose follo-
wers enhanee daily in our present
time. And at the same time, he stal-
es in page 79. that the religion of
Mohamad is the only one threatened
by the wave of secularity which is

sweeping the world in our present time.

From this, we conclude that the
writer either contradicts without
paying any attention to it, or creates
immaginative  contradictions.  For
instance, he tries in the page 38. to
show the reader his mistakes with
regard to the spirit of Islam which
means that God is over hic creatur-
es, and at the same time considers
Him with them. Indeed, Mr. Charlie
does not understand that the Muslims
consider God over everything, and
at the same time, believe that He
is nearer to them than the vein of
throat.

This shows that the writer has
gone astray, and as a result, he
compels us to ignore his views in
view of his contradictions. He makes
us feel that Science is not — merely—
knowledges written in a book.

The _second_hgpothesis -

If we consider that the book
contains teachings, then it is indeed
a misconception. Surely, we consider
Mr. Charlie the man who sacrifices
his conscience and his scicntifical
honesty for the benefits of the impe-
rialists. His aim is to distruct our
attention from the field of construc-
tion to the square of debate and
contradiction.

Sometimes, we notice through-
out his writings that he criticizes
Islam by a method wherely we can
conclude that he is baiting us ni
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order to enter into a contfroversey
with him. And sometimes, he directs
his attacks against Arab Nationalism
and this confirms our views that the
writer desires our advanced Arab
caravan to halt. And sometimes, we
notice him doing his utmost to attack
the personality of presedent Nassir
He accuses him with individuality, of
the dictatorship to break our confid”
ence in our leader, hoping that this
will bring him out of his hateful disease

On a complete reading of the
book, we are inevitably led to the
conclusion that the primary motive
of the author of this book was not
to serve the cause of education as
he purports to do but was surrepti-
tious means to achieve the cause of
Imperialism and the Imperialists. This
is [further evidenced by certain
characteristics of the author himself
© such as:

1 — The hatred towards Islam
by the author Mr. Raymond Chorlie.

2 — His hatred towards
Arabs.
3 — His enmity towards the
leader Gamal Abd El-Nassir.
On a careful Scruting of this
book one is led to conclude that it
has no relation either to science or
religion. It is nothing but a plan
envisaged by the colonialists and
imperialists to draw one to a futile

Arab

debate and argument through this |

writer. Indeed, the above mentioned
chacastaristics of the author are

the |

manifest throughout his book and
abounds with lies and prejudices.

In my poinion, the cecond hypo-
thesis is borne out by the authors
Statements. Surely, we must consi-
der that the imperialists have endea-
voured to the best of their abilities
to destroy what has been construc-
ted by the occupied countries through
interference in their affairs which
they consider their avowed duty and
according to their speech as a matter
of right.

Hence, it is not astonishing to
find a situation when the imperialists
divert the rivers of those countries
where Dams and irrigation projects
are under construction, It is no less
a surprise also to see them influence
the thoughts of those peoples to veer
them in support of their policies.

Upon a consideration of all
these facts, we are led to conclude
that this book was primarly intended
to distract the attention of Muslim
authors who devoted themselves to
spot light the current problems facing
Muslim countries. It was intended to
dissuade them from expressing their
feelings and opinion and on the
contrary to compel them to write and
to listen to the dictates of London,
Paris and washington just as Mr.
Raimond Charlie has been influen-
ced to direct the thoughts of the
Muslim peoples to serve the cause
of imperialists and for the benefits
of imperialism.
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