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Abstract ‘\\ K
This theoretical stu 1 alyze the epistemological

and methodological foundat the‘éociology of media and to
explore its contempor pments in the context of digital
transformation ang cultu balization. The paper provides a
critical review 0%%%1] approaches that shaped the field,
including functionalist, @ritical, and symbolic interactionist

A

perspectivesy examines the transformations affecting the
media spheretu@’the age of digital networks. It addresses key
issyes s the relationship between media and power, the

formatio public opinion, the construction of cultural identity,
and t r@duction of meaning within the public sphere. The
study also highlights the shift from one-way mass
communication models to interactive networked communication,
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accompanied by a redistribution of roles between
producers and audiences and the emergence of algorithmic forms
of influence. The paper concludes that the sociology of media
must develop analytical tools that move beyond traditional
paradigms in order to better understand the symbolic, economic,
and technological dynamics shaping contemporary media
environments.

Keywords:
Sociology of Media; Public Sphere; Public Opinion; Cultural
Identity; Media Globalization; Digital Media; Symbolic Power.
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