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The negative effects of speed humps -
their causes and ways to address
them, according to the opinion of

drivers (Preliminary study).
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Abstract:

Various media outlets have reported road users’
annoyance at the phenomenon of widespread of humps,
especially random ones that do not comply with legal conditions
and preventive standards, to the point that they were raised at
the parliamentary level - by one of the representatives - to the
Minister of Public Works and Transport. On April 22, 2021, the
Minister confirmed that the humps on roads are estimated at
50,000 at the national level, including approximately 38,000
that do not meet technical standards and legal conditions. He
added that most of them do not comply with the conditions at
the state, municipal and urban roads level, adding that so far
more than 14,000 humps have been treated and nearly a
thousand have been rehabilitated according to the required
standards (Algerian News Agency, April 22, 2021).

Thus, the phenomenon of the spread of speed humps
continues, with all the inconvenience and danger they pose to
road users. This is despite the recognition by the higher
authorities of the existence of these violations through the
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spread of illegal and random speed humps across the country,
and despite the orders given to remove these speed humps that
were placed in residential areas and on roads with heavy traffic,
and the necessary involvement of the technical departments of
the subsidiary bodies of public works to investigate any request
to build a speed hump, and despite the Ministry of Transport
urging local authorities to strictly apply the penalties stipulated
by law for anyone who builds a speed bump without prior
authorization (Law No. 01-14, 2001).

Therefore, this study aims to know the opinion of
drivers, since they are directly concerned with this
phenomenon, whether their discomfort is due to their lack of
awareness of the purpose of placing legal speed humps subject
to technical standards? What are the shortcomings and defects
that characterize illegal speed humps that are not subject to
technical standards? What are the reasons for citizens to resort
to installing irregular and unauthorized speed humps? What are
the necessary measures to reduce the negative effects of illegal
speed humps that are not subject to technical standards? A
questionnaire prepared within the framework of a previous
unpublished study was adapted and applied. It was divided into
four axes according to the questions mentioned above, and was
administered to a random sample of 106 drivers distributed
across different age and professional groups.

The results showed that drivers are aware of and accept
speed bumps as a preventative necessity. The Friedman Rank
Test revealed that the most important objectives of installing
speed humps were ranked first, such as reducing speed in front
of schools to ensure student safety, protecting pedestrians from
excessive vehicle speeds, and reducing speed in front of social
facilities such as mosques, parks, parking lots, markets, etc. In
the same vein, the most important shortcomings and defects of
illegal speed humps that are not subject to technical standards
were ranked. The most important reasons why citizens resort to
installing illegal and unlicensed speed humps were also ranked,
in addition to ranking the necessary measures to reduce the
negative effects of illegal and uncompliant speed humps. The
study concluded that competent authorities, especially
municipal and state authorities, must assume responsibility for
the spread of speed humps. This is in order to control the flow
of traffic calming in various ways, including the inclusion of
speed humps that comply with standards and laws in
appropriate locations and not leaving a vacuum for informal and
illegal behavior. It is also necessary to implement various legal
texts that govern and guarantee the right of way for everyone.

Keywords: speed humps, standards, prevention, right of way,
and laws.
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