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Abstract

This article addresses a methodological question concerning
the ways in which researchers—particularly those at the
early stages of their “academic careers—engage with
geographical wsoureesin order to interrogate them and
extract historical knowledge. The study focuses on three
major works of this genre: Sarat al-Ard by Ibn Hawgal al-
Nasibi, Al-Maghrib fi Dhikr Bilad Ifrigiyya wa-l-Maghrib
by Abii \Ubayd Allah al-Bakr1, and Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi
Ikhtiragal-Afaq by al-Sharif al-1drsT. It seeks to identify the
principal challenges encountered in the use of such sources
and to propose appropriate strategies for addressing them,
illustrated through concrete examples drawn from these
three texts.
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