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The reality of orthophonic intervention in diagnosing autism
A field study on a sample of orthophonic practitioners
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Abstract:

The objectif of the present study is not criticism, but an attempt
to describe and to highlight the reality of a phenomenon that has
become common in the practice of some orthophonists specialists, it
concerns the diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder, which have serious
consequences for the child, the family and society. we proceed by
identifying their theoretical knowledge and the tools they use in their
evaluation, as well as the team of non-orthophonists specialists
involved in the diagnosis. Therefore, in this study, we opt for the use of
the descriptive method to describe and explain the phenomenon. Where
the study sample consisted of 10 orthophonists specialists practitioners
in Their own clinic. we applied the half-directed interview tool. After
the results were collected and analyzed, we concluded that the applied
orthophonic evaluation was not sufficient to diagnose autism spectrum
disorder.

Despite a significant lack of theoretical and practical knowledge
of orthophonists specialists, (The study sample), and their inability to
differentiate between autism and similar disorders and their use of very
limited tools in addition to that they do not deal with the whole team
and yet, they diagnose autism spectrum disorder!!!
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