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The changing political leadership in Turkish foreign policy
towards the Palestinian issue (2011-2016): Between
diplomatic symbolism and the limits of influence
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Abstract:

This study examines the- diverse political landscape of
Turkey's approach to the Palestinian issue between 2011 and
2016, within the context of the Arab Spring and the rise of
centralism under Erdogan. It posits that the characterization of
politics and the use.of populist-identity rhetoric in the context of
Palestine serve.as tools to bolster the legal system and the
position ‘of the majority. The methodology employed relies on
discourse “analysis and factual tracking, identifying three key
features of this discourse: framing Gaza as a victim of a global
moral injustice, invoking interfaith-identity solidarity, and
employing populist critiqgues of Western and international
institutions. The study also examines concrete policy instruments
such as rapprochement with Hamas, humanitarian and
development aid, and the initial rupture with Israel followed by
normalization in 2016. Furthermore, it observes the
contradictions inherent in the actions of some Arab states,
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revealing that symbolic gains outweighed political gains for
Palestinians due to the influence of technology and Iran. This
analysis explores the interplay between symbolism and realism,
ultimately revealing the inconsistencies in Turkish policy. It
concludes that supporting Palestine raises Tiirkiye’s popular
presence, but it certainly reduces the mediation and produces a
diplomatic cost, while the impact remains relatively limited.

Keywords:

Turkish political leadership, Turkish foreign policy,
Palestinian issue, symbolic diplomacy, Turkish-Israeli relations.
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