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Abstract:

this study aimed to diagnose the learning difficulties of reading among primary school
students by building a number of tools that accurately identify weaknesses and deficits in the
mechanisms involved in performing the reading process, which are: a test for diagnosing
reading difficulties, reading comprehension tests, a visual discrimination test, and a phonetic
working memory test.

In order to be able to verify the psychometric properties of the measures, a random
legalization sample consisting of (107) students was selected from the elementary stage for
the levels: third, fourth, and fifth primary. In order to answer the study’s questions, a intended
sample of primary school pupils has been assigned, consisting of (45) normal readers and
(28) readers with reading difficulties.

In this study, the researcher followed the descriptive comparative approach, and the "T" test
and the "Mann Whitney" test were employed to verify the significance of the differences
between the averages between the two study groups. The study is used to detect students with
learning difficulties to read by adopting:

- Informal assessment by teachers using the Diagnostic Assessment Scale for Difficulties
Learning to Read for Al-Zayat. and for diagnosis the researcher used a criterion of the
divergence between mental ability and reading achievement by employing an 1Q test (The
Raven's Coloured Progressive Matrices Test) and an exclusion criterion using the case data
form, as well as using a psychological process criterion (reading test, phonological working
memory test, visual discrimination test, reading comprehension test. The study found:

- There are differences between the mean scores of the quantitative criteria (reading scores,
reading time, reading accuracy , reading fluency ) and frequency of qualitative criteria (types
of errors, self-correction) of the diagnostic test for reading between ordinary readers and
readers with reading difficulties.

For ordinary readers, the order of errors for ordinary readers is the order of omissions errors in
the first place with a percentage (32.88%) of the total errors, and in the second place were
errors of linear similarity with a percentage (31.11%), then in the third place the errors of
insertions with a percentage (18.09%) And in the fourth place semantic errors by a percentage
(8.52%), and in the fifth place, errors of recognition by a percentage (4.42%), followed by a
very small difference in the sixth place, errors of Reversal with a percentage (4.10%), and in
the seventh positioning place errors by a percentage (0.48). %), And in the last place are
phonemic similarity errors with a percentage (0.40%).

As for readers with reading difficulties, errors of linear similarity were ranked first with a
percentage (25.67%) of the total errors, and in the second place were errors of recognition
with a percentage (21.97%), then in third place errors of omissions errors with a percentage
(20.53%). The fourth place is semantic errors by a percentage (14.64%), and in the fifth place
are errors of insertions by a percentage (12.60%), and in the sixth place are errors of the
Reversal with a percentage (2.55%), and in the seventh positioning place errors by a
percentage (1.50%), and in the last place Phonemic similarity errors in percentage (0.36%).

- There are differences between the mean scores of the reading comprehension tests
dimensions (direct comprehension - deductive understanding - evaluative understanding -
creative understanding) for ordinary students and students with learning difficulties to read.

- there are differences between the mean scores for the dimensions of the visual
discrimination test (visual The alphabet discrimination, visual word discrimination) for
ordinary students and those with learning difficulties to read. And there are not differences
between the mean scores visual forms discrimination.

- There are differences between the mean scores of the acoustic working memory test
dimensions (numbers memory, letters memory, word memory, sentences memory) for
ordinary students and students with learning difficulties to read.

Key words: diagnosis of reading difficulties, reading comprehension, phonological working
memory, visual discrimination.
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