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Testing Agnew's General stress theory in victims and perpetrators of
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Abstract : This study sought to investigate some of the key general strain theory hypotheses
regarding violence (victims and perpetrators) among university students as well as the effects of
general strain variables related to (failure to achieve goals of positive value« negative stimulus« loss
of positive stimulusc and negative feelings) regarding violence (victims and perpetrators). The
questionnaire was utilized as a research tool. A simple random sample of (965) male and female
students< Al-Badaynah (2012) questionnaire was used.
The loss of the positive stimulus (t = 1.9« =.05)¢ the loss of the negative stimulus (t = 5.7¢ =.000)¢
and delinquency were each found to have statistically significant effects on the victims of violence
variable. The theory variables explained 34% of the variance on the victims of violence variable.
Pairing the variables victims of violence (t = 2« =.03)« social relationships (t = 2.9« =.004)« familial
ties (t = -2.5¢ =.01)¢ gender (t = -4.4¢ =.00)« and violent offenders (t = 10.7¢ =.000). 27.8% of the
variation in the violence offenders variable was explained by the theory variables. Additionally« it
was discovered that the variables family pressures (t = 2.3¢ =.02)< gender (t = -4.1¢ =.00)¢ bad
sentiments (t = 3>3¢ =.001)¢ and the absence of the unpleasant stimulus all had a statistically
significant effect on the variables violent offenders (t = 10.7< =.000.
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