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- Abstract :
The aim of this study is to highlight the impact of electronic

sources use by students and researchers, on the print sources
use.the problematic of study supposed that electronic references
usage in scientific research, causes a decrease of printed
references usage, as well as, that could lead to the disappearance
of print sources. This study focuses on the implications of the use
of digital sources in academic studies, and assesses that effect by
asking some questions, such as : is there really an impact on
print sources ? what is the nature of that impact ? can we say
that the emergence of electronic sources threatens the print
sources ?

This study is based on three hypotheses, by which we supposed
relationships between some variables. the first hypothesis
suggested that; the rise of electronic sources in scientific research
could cause the decline of print sources.the second hypothesis
suggested that; the growing of electronic sources use, lead to the
decrease of visits to libraries by students.the third hypothesis
suggested that; the increase of electronic sources usage, is an
indicator that they will be alternative sources to print sources.

Data were collected by questionnaires, students and
researchers of three universities (Algiersl, Algiers2, Algiers3),
were selected and given a questionnaire to fill out. the results of
the study confirmed the first hypothesis, some findings approved
the relationship between the increase of electronic references use
and the decrease of print references use.the second hypothesis is
also confirmed, the growing use of electronic sources can
diminish visits to libraries by students.but the third hypothesis is
not confirmed, even if students use electronic sources
increasingly, they don’t consider them as alternative sources to
print references.

The study findings confirmed that, emergence of electronic

sources in scientific research, has a clear impact on the decrease
of print sources use, as well as the decrease of frequenting
libraries.

- Key words : electronic sources, print sources, internet,
students, scientific research
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