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Wives with breast cancer family care’s nature

Case study of Algerian families across a number of regions
Central/East/West/South

Abstract
Key words : family. Care. Breast cancer. Care giver. rolles

Field study
Researcher: Yamina chikh
Supervisor: pr Zoubida Benaouicha:

This research sought to answer the pivotal problem of the nature of the care pro-
vided by the Algerian family to wives with breast cancer, by researching the char-
acteristics and dimensions of the care provided, to answer a number of questions:
Who provides care to the patient? What kind of care on? What is the social bases
of dividing roles? And what are the psychological, social and physical effects,
which cause the mother/wife to become seriously ill, on the patient herself, on the
family surroundings and on the caregiver?

The research also sought to identify family mechanisms, and their association
with social and cultural values and references, in their response to the various
crises accompanying the trauma of the disease.

To answer those and other questions, we have resorted to the case study method-
ology as a way of dismantling roles, relationships and mutual interactions within
the families studied, through our reliance on life tracking, 14 cases of infected
women on the one hand, and family caregivers on the other.

Finally, we have found that the role of caregiver for a patient with breast cancer,
poses a major challenge for the family.it causes financial, psychological and so-
cial hardship. The care is shared by a number of social actors, within and outside
the nuclear family, to overcome and relieve pressure on the caregiver, and to reach
the greatest degree of satisfaction with care for the infected patient.
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