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Abstract:

This study analyzes the diverse scholarly positions in the Islamic West
concerning the Almoravid burning of al-Ghazali's Ihya Ulum al-Din. The
research examines the controversy's origins and dimensions following the
text's arrival and confrontation with Almoravid intellectual culture. We
investigate the scholarly environment that shaped interactions between al-
Ghazali's works and Maghribi jurists, documenting varying responses from
supporting to opposing the confiscation order. Our methodology avoids
unfounded assumptions while incorporating contemporary testimonies from
historical actors. The analysis explores justifications for both positions:
philosophical concerns, esoteric influences, weak hadith transmission in the
Ihya, and tensions between court scholars and ascetics. We also examine
the Almohads' role in these events. Our conclusions aim to transcend
superficial interpretations while avoiding reductive explanations that
diminish complex political, sectarian, and doctrinal developments to mere
personal rivalries
Keywords: Abu Hamid al-Ghazali; the Ihya; Jurists of the Islamic West;
Confiscation; Book burning
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