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Abstract: Mauritania possesses a significant geographical
and strategic location, and a rich cultural and historical

heritage, which made it a target of interest for European
colonial powers. From the early days of European
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exploration, it witnessed intense colonial rivalry among
major powers (France, Portugal, England, and the
Netherlands) who sought to control its coastline, resources,
and human potential for the benefit of Western European
colonialism. In this article, we will discuss this geographical
importance, while also clarifying the origin of its name and
the historical period when European rivalry for its control
began.

Keywords: Mauritania; colonialism; geographical location;
explorations
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