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The Maghreb between the collapse of its smale States and the

Spanish-Prtoguese aggression from the 15™ century to the
beginning of the 16" century
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Abstract: The Maghreb during the 15th century witnessed two

existential dangers at the same time. The first was external,
represented in the crusading Papal-Portuguese-Spanish
aggression with its religious missionary motives hostile to Islam
and Muslims, and its economic motives represented in the
control of trade and pilgrimage routes across the Mediterranean
Sea. The second was internal, represented in the fragmentation
and division of its small states — the Hafsids and the Marinids —
and their ambitions to expand at the expense of the Zayyanids.

At the same time, those dynasties suffered from power struggles
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among their sons, which even led them to seek the help of the
Spanish-Portuguese enemy that was threatening their very
existence in the first place.
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