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Abstract:
This article shows the role played by the Orientalist movement in addressing the
subject of Islamic heritage, highlighting the motives and objectives behind the
West's interest in the Islamic East. What calls for addressing this subject is that the
emergence of this movement was not limited to individuals from thinkers with
academic specializations only, but it was adopted, supervised and funded by
Western governments that used Orientalists as a tool to invade the East in general
and the Arab Islamic East in particular due to its geographical and economic
importance on the one hand and its cultural, civilizational and religious danger for
Europe on the other hand. This is what makes the researcher of the Orientalist
phenomenon wonder about the goals, motives and background that the Orientalist
movement was aiming for, in its emergence and development. The study
concluded that the judgment on Orientalism cannot be confined to one field or
another and that Orientalists were not a single class consistent in goals and motives.
Rather, they are two groups: the first, which represents the majority, served
colonialism and sought to impose its ideology and religion, seeking to distort
everything that is Arab and Islamic, and the second, which is a minority, who
served science and devoted themselves to it.

Keywords: Orientalist movement; Arab-Islamic heritage; scientific goals;

ideological background; Orientalism.
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