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Abstract:

This module examines culture as one of the central concepts in the social
sciences and humanities. It aims to analyze its main theoretical and functional
dimensions and its relationship with society, the individual, cultural identity,
social change, and cultural globalization. The module demonstrates that culture



i1s not merely a set of symbolic elements, customs, or traditions, but rather a
comprehensive social system that organizes human life, guides behavior, and
shapes patterns of thinking within society.

It further highlights the dialectical relationship between culture and society,
where society produces culture through social interaction, while culture in turn
regulates social life and contributes to social cohesion. Culture also plays a
fundamental role in shaping individual personality through socialization
processes and in constructing cultural identity, which provides individuals with
a sense of belonging and distinction.

The module also addresses cultural change as a dynamic and continuous
process influenced by multiple factors such as globalization, technology,
education, media, and migration. It emphasizes the impact of cultural
globalization on local identities and the challenges it raises regarding the
balance between openness to global influences and the preservation of cultural
specificity.

In conclusion, the module argues that culture represents the deep structure
of society and 1is essential for understanding contemporary social
transformations, as it is an ongoing process of interaction, reproduction, and
renewal.

Keywords: Culture, Society, Cultural Identity, Cultural Change, Cultural
Globalization.
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