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" No language can exist unless it is stepped in the context of culture;
and no culture can exist which does not have at its centre the

structure of natural language"(Lotmane,2007p18)
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"La traduction n’est pas une opé€ration seulement linguistique, mais
elle une opération sur du faits a la fois linguistiques et culturels”
(Mounin p234)
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"Translation is a kind of activity which inevitably involves at least
two languages and two cultural traditions.” (Toury in
Venuti2001p200)
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"Differences between cultures do cause many complications for the
translator more severe than differences in language structure."(Nida
venuti:130)
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"You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are

sent forth."
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“For the soul walks upon all paths.
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« And ever has it been (150a) & z5ail) 3.1.3.4

that love knows not its own depth until the hour of separation.y
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« Your reason and your passion are the rudder and the sails of your
seafaring soul. »
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« Work is love made visible. »
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You talk when you cease to be at peace with your thoughts.
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« And the lute that lays apart upon your pillow is also the lute that
lays within your soul. »
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« For self is a sea boundless and measureless. »
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« And in the sweetness of friendship let there be laughter, and

sharing of pleasures »
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« For the breath of life is in the sunlight and the hand of life is in the
wind »
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« For even as love crowns you so shall he crucify you. »
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« You have been told that, even like a chain, you are as weak as
your weakest link. »
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« When love beckons to you, follow him, Though his ways are hard
and steep. »
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« And think not you can direct the course of love, for love, if it finds
you worthy, directs your course. »
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« For to be idle is to become a stranger unto the seasons, and to step
...out of life's procession. »
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« And what is it to cease breathing, but to free the breath from its
restless tides, that it may rise and expand and seek God
unencumbered ? »
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« Your god-self dwells not alone in your being. »
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« For reason, ruling alone, is a force confining; and passion,

unattended, is a flame that burns to its own destruction. »
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" it is better that you should leave your work and sit at the gate of
the temple and take alms of those who work with joy. "
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"You give but little when you give of your possessions. It is when

you give of yourself that you truly give.”
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"Your house is your larger body."
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"You may give them your love but not your thoughts. For they have
their own thoughts."
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"The deeper that sorrow carves into your being, the more joy you
can contain."
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« The teacher gives not of his wisdom, but rather of his faith and

lovingness. »
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« And the selfsame well from which your laughter rises was

oftentimes filled with your tears. »
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Summary:

The Limits of Interpretation in Literary Translation - A Case Study of
Gibran Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet"

This thesis represents a serious scholarly attempt to study the
interpretive challenges in the field of literary translation, addressing
interpretation as a central issue in transferring literary texts between
different languages and cultures. The study examines Dr. Tharwat
Okasha's translation of Gibran Khalil Gibran's "The Prophet" as a
practical case study, representing a unique research scenario that
combines a distinguished literary text with a translator proficient in
both languages and cultures.

The study is built on a comprehensive theoretical framework
comprising four chapters, three theoretical and one practical. The first
chapter addresses the nature of literary texts and their characteristics,
with particular focus on the novel and analysis of its fundamental
components, while also examining the essence of literary translation,
its specificities, and challenges. The second chapter explores the
concept of interpretation from both philosophical and practical
perspectives, tracing its historical and methodological development
through different eras, with emphasis on the hermeneutic school and
its applications in translation. The third chapter critiques excessive
interpretive practices and proposes balanced solutions that achieve
equilibrium between the necessity of interpretation and its limits. The
fourth chapter provides practical analysis of Okasha's interpretive
methodology in translating '"The Prophet" through detailed case
studies.

The study employs the critical analytical method that combines
theoretical depth with practical precision, drawing on important
theoretical references in translation and interpretation studies, while
analyzing practical examples from "The Prophet" translation.
Comparative analysis between the original English text and the Arabic
translation was conducted to reveal the interpretive strategies
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employed and their success in balancing fidelity to the source text and
creativity in the target language.

Through theoretical and practical analysis, the study demonstrates that
interpretation is an essential necessity in literary translation, not an
intellectual luxury, due to the complex nature of literary texts and the
richness of their symbolic and cultural meanings that resist literal
translation. The study also reveals the success of Okasha's translation
in achieving a delicate balance between commitment to the source text
and creative rendering, confirming the validity of the moderate
approach to interpretation that avoids the risks of both excess and
deficiency.

The study identifies methodological controls for interpretation
including: adherence to the text's intent and overall context, respect
for the stylistic and aesthetic characteristics of the source text,
awareness of the text's cultural and historical context, and
commitment to professional ethics and translator responsibility. The
study also clarifies that interpretation begins where literal translation
fails to convey the spirit and essence of the text, and ends where
deliberate distortion of meaning begins or where excessive personal
projection obscures the author's voice and conceals their intentions.

The study concludes that disciplined interpretation represents the
essence of successful literary translation, being an ongoing process of
negotiation between fidelity to the original and creativity in the target
language, between the author's voice and the translator's voice,
between past and present. Okasha's translation of "The Prophet”
remains an inspiring model proving that conscious interpretation is not
an enemy of translation, but rather a necessary condition for its quality
and continuity.

In light of these findings, the study recommends adopting the
moderate approach in teaching literary translation that combines
fidelity to the source text with creative flexibility, emphasizing the
teaching of interpretive methods and translation theories within
translation education programs, and encouraging comparative studies.






