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Study summary

Literacy and the Development of Religious Values among
Women: A Field Study of a Sample of Learners in Literacy Classes

in the Wilaya of Ghardaia

This study aims to explore the relationship between literacy and the development
of religious values among women in the Wilaya of Ghardaia. The central research
question addressed is:

« Does literacy education influence the development of religious values and
behaviors among women in the Wilaya of Ghardaia?

From this main question, the following sub-questions were derived:

o Does literacy education contribute to the development of women’s moral
values in Ghardaia?

« Does the religious guidance women receive in literacy classes help them
distance themselves from behaviors that contradict Islamic teachings?

The general hypothesis of the study states:

. Literacy education influences the development of religious values and
behaviors among women in the Wilaya of Ghardaia.

This hypothesis is divided into two sub-hypotheses:

« Literacy contributes to the development of women's moral values in Ghardaia.

« The more religious advice and guidance women receive in literacy classes, the
more they tend to move away from behaviors that are inconsistent with Islamic
teachings.

The study adopts a quantitative approach, using various research tools—
primarily a structured questionnaire. The sample consists of 200 female learners
enrolled in different literacy centers and institutions targeted in the Wilaya of
Ghardaia.

The main findings are as follows:

. Literacy among women in Ghardaia contributes significantly to the
development of their moral values, as reflected in the strengthening of values
such as honesty, respect, cooperation, charity, and tolerance. These values
positively influence their behavior both within the family and in the broader
community.

« However, not all moral values were found to be directly influenced by literacy
education. Certain values—such as maintaining kinship ties and friendship—
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were already internalized by the women prior to becoming literate. This
highlights the role of the family in shaping ethical standards, as well as the
community's influence in instilling moral values even before formal literacy
education.

. This aligns with the perspective of Ibn Khaldun, who emphasized that
social values require a binding authority to be effective within society. He
placed religious consciousness at the forefront of such authority, considering it
a powerful unifying force that regulates human interaction through divine
principles. Thus, religious rules and Islamic governance play a key role in
guiding moral conduct.

. Finally, the study concludes that when women in literacy programs receive
religious advice and instruction, they tend to abandon certain previously held
behaviors and beliefs. Many of these practices, which they had mistakenly
believed to be part of Islam, were later identified—through learning—as rooted
in false traditions or superstitions. As a result, women began to reject these
behaviors, particularly those that bordered on polytheistic beliefs or practices,
recognizing their incompatibility with the core tenets of Islam.

In conclusion, literacy education plays a significant role in fostering religious values
and shaping ethical behaviors among women in the Wilaya of Ghardaia.



