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The Social Reality of Foreign Students: A Comparative
Study Between African Students in Algeria and Algerian
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Abstract:

This article presents.a theoretical comparative study of the
social reality of African. students in Algeria and Algerian
students in France, focusing en-social integration, cultural and
social capital, and symbolicrinteractionism. The study relies on
sociological thearies to analyze social and economic conditions,
cultural and religious interactions, adaptation challenges, and
integration strategies, without using field data. The analysis
shows that suceessful social integration is closely linked to the
ability to. mobilize” cultural and social capital, understand
symbolic ‘meanings of identity, and engage in continuous
interaction with the host society. The theoretical comparison
indicates that African students in Algeria face fewer adaptation
challenges due to cultural, linguistic, and religious proximity,
whereas Algerian students in France encounter more complex
difficulties, including cultural discrimination and dual identity,
requiring more flexible integration strategies. The study
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highlights the importance of a theoretical framework in
understanding student migration and the complex social
experiences of international students.
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(Berry, 2001; Bourdieu, 1997; Blumer, 1986; Coleman, d3J2is < l8lez
1988).
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