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The aesthetics of silent performance in photography
and animation cinema: an analytical study of
contemporary visual models
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Abstract
Silent performance in photography and animated cinema reveals a powerful
narrative potential through visual aesthetics that rely on gesture, movement, and
spatial composition, beyond spoken language. These capabilities are clearly
illustrated in selected scenes from The Ilusionist (2010) and Shaun the Sheep Movie
(2015), as well as in photographic works by artists such as Steve McCurry and

Cindy Sherman, where light, shadow, framing, and bodily movement are used to
convey complex emotional and narrative meanings. While photography captures a
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single, charged moment, animated cinema takes advantage of movement and
temporal flow to construct a deeper visual narrative. Through these approaches,
gesture emerges as a visual language in its own right, capable of expressive
communication beyond verbal speech. This comparative exploration of different
visual media shows that silence is not an absence but a powerful aesthetic presence
that opens new possibilities for artistic expression and human connection.

Keywords: silent performance; animation cinema; photography; visual narrative;
spatial aesthetics
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