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Summary:

Response by writing to the colonial discourse in the African novel

The postcolonial trend showed a new intellectual system that
adopted serious theses related to defending peoples that fell under the
yoke of colonialism and suppressing it by various means and methods,
as thinkers emerged in this trend who undertook the task of restoring
consideration to these peoples and asserting and proving their

identities.

Creative writing, or what "Edward Said" called: cultural resistance,
was an effective way through which writers expressed their views on
postcolonial issues, it was also considered as a space by which these
creators practice the act of “response and resistance”, hence the term
“response by writing” emerged to the all the forms of oppression,
persecution and marginalization ... that the colonial authorities
exercised against their colonies, it is a subject that has taken an
important place for creative writing of all kinds as poetry, story,
theater and novel. The last one is the most important writing space
which deals with post-colonial issues. Whereas the novelists worked
on a set of metaphorical representations working to prove the original
identity and correct the fallacies and colonial illusions in which
colonialist writers try to falsify. In this context, African novelists

emerge as part of their concerns regarding the assertion of the African
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entity and identity by presenting many of the leading books in this
field.

According to the above considerations, this research named:
“Response by writing to the colonial discourse in the African novel” -
Selected models - in order to expose an important problematic: Where
were the statements of postcolonial discourse in the narrative texts that
were chosen for this study: Season of migration to the north, the son

of ancient people and mysterious adventure?

Have the novelists succeeded in producing an African narrative

organization against colonial narrative?.

Several sub-questions were also raised which are inevitable to raise in

order to try to answer them and dive into their findings, such as:

1. What are the most important concepts of post-colonial theory in
criticism and literature?

2. What are the most important foundations of this theory and its
knowledge backgrounds?

3. How did this theory affect the process of the African novel?
Especially in the light of the stakes placed by the African novel to
face the difficulties that impeded its procession, given the
development of this literary gender outside the borders of Africa?

At the conclusion of this research, we tried to provide answers to the

problems raised and summarized in the following points:

Postcolonial theory is an intellectual project that locates within the

framework of what is called cultural studies. This field of knowledge
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iIs concerned with analyzing the effects of colonialism and its
consequences on colonized peoples. This approach seeks to shatter the
transcendent Western centrality and expose imperialist practices, in
order to reshape a new colonial entity free from the impurities of
oppression, oppression, and authoritarianism imposed by the colonial
empire against the marginalized. Hence, this theory is considered a
counter revolution against all forms of Western domination.

Based on a survey of Orientalist discourse by Edward Said, it became
clear that the East was created by the West - or transfer - an imaginary
enemy that the West created for itself, the West has long defined the
East through the knowledge it produced from it and through its
representation in non-innocent images full of forgery, distortion and
superiority view that the Western looks at for the East in order to
establish hegemony, breakthrough, consecration of dependency,
dispossession and serving the interests of the West.

The African novel managed after the colonial era to express the state
of the African personality in the light of the hegemony imposed on it
by the western colonialist which lurks its identity and cultural values
to obliterate its existence and the transformation of the African man
by reshaping a new hybrid personality that arose as a result of original
personality splitting.

The African novelist demonstrated his ability to use the novel to make
his voice heard and to use the narration as a mechanism to restore

respect to the nativity, proving his existence and responding to the
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colonizer who attached him to the character of dependency and
underestimated his right to speak.

This anti-colonialist narrative discourse was used to dismantle
Western centralism, from there; he can restore his personality and
identity. The result then is a hybrid, according to the expression of
“Homi Baba”, who does not deny the cultural friction between the
colonist and the colonized during the processes of domination and
resistance.

Undermining colonial discourse through counter narratives has
often inspired its item from African heritage in all its forms to affirm
African national identity as a call to rise up and awaken the African
spirit in order to preserve its past and originality. With the need to
preserve the patrimony and start from it to establish a conscious
civilization based on science and technology and avoid to loss in
Western civilization and its temptations.

Each writer whose study revolves around his or her texts has
fashioned his or her own narrative counter-narrative. Even though
they participated in the attempt and the objective and adopted the
same subject, which is to write against and confront colonialism, to
represent indigenous citizens and to create a narrative empire against
the western empire, they have not been able to do so. These writers
struggled to establish their existence and the existence of an entire
continent, which suffered from repression and domination for a period
of time, and the discourse differed according to which each writer

based his novel.
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The novel "Season of Migration to the North" by the Sudanese
novelist "Tayeb Salih™ revolves around the problem of relations
between East and West and the growing desire to return consideration
to the colonized peoples through his revenge for their colony. The
genius of "Tayeb Salih" to take revenge has taken a special method,
which is based on erotic imagination; it is revenge through the western
woman. The hero entered Western countries in an invasive manner,
and the woman's envy became a battlefield in which he unleashed all
the repression left by colonialism in him, this soul that carried the
desire for revenge on behalf of the souls of the peoples of an entire

continent.

The novel " Ibn al-Shaab al- Atig" by the Algerian novelist "Anwar
Ben Malik" was based on the responsibility of colonialism towards the
politicians of racial discrimination and genocide, and on the formation
between the desire to free oneself from colonialism and the desire to

move away from the tyranny practiced by the local authority.

The novel "The Mysterious Adventure"” by the Senegalese novelist,
“Sheikh Hamidou Kan”, belongs to the question of identity, focusing
on Islamic religious identity in the midst of the civilizational conflict

taking place between occidental society and its African counterpart.
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