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Dialogic interaction in the novel Kingdom of Strangers:
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Abstract
This study explores the dialogic interaction in The Kingdom of Strangers by
Lebanese novelist Elias Khoury from a pragmatic perspective. It goes beyond
surface linguistic structures to explore the implicit intentions and social dynamics
shaping the characters’ communication. Based on Grice’s theory and the
Cooperative Principle, the study examines how dialogue embodies themes of
alienation, identity conflict, and human relationships, serving as a narrative tool for

character development. Ultimately, it reveals how Khoury’s dialogues function as
a communicative space linking literary discourse with everyday interaction.
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