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A description of the different types of Roman oil lamps held at the Timgad museum
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Abstract

The archaeological site of Timgad in Batna is one of the most important archaeological sites that has provided us
with a whole range of oil lamps. These lamps date back to both the pagan and the Christian periods. The number of
pagan lamps preserved and displayed at the Timgad museum is 1103; 177 of them are on display at the museum'’s
southern antiques exhibition hall, while the remaining lamps are kept at the museum stores. The lamps are of five
main patterns and each of these patterns consists of different types that are classified in chronological order from the

1st century BC to the 6th century. This classification illustrates the evolution of the general shape of the Roman oil

lamp.
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