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Acoustic prospection of underwater cultural heritage
Study case: Prospection of 2020 campaign of EI Hamdania. Cherchell
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Abstract:
Before the previous century, the discovery of underwater archaeological sites was associated with spontaneous

discoveries made by fishermen in the space of their activity, as long as the search for the location of a shipwreck in a
part of the sea was very difficult, so that divers roam under the water, hoping to find Evidence of a shipwreck. And it
remained so until the beginning of the application of geophysical investigation techniques under water. Geological and
geophysical investigation is one of the methods used to collect data about the wrecks of sunken ships. These methods,
which are generally used in seismological investigations, enable us to map the surface of the seabed, and to determine
the presence of underwater deformations, and thus can show us the possibility of a shipwreck anchored at the bottom
of the sea. And it saves a lot of time in identifying the presence of sunken shipwrecks. We will try, through this paper,
to present the acoustic techniques, the most common techniques, which have known a rapid development in recent

years, based on a field study we carried out in the waters of the state of Tipasa.
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