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A study of the erosion of bronze through the artifacts displayed in the National
Museum of Antiquities
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Abstract
Corrosion is the main and tricky problem for archaeological minerals, both during excavation and inside
museums.

This study aims to restore consideration of this cultural heritage, and to facilitate the work of heritage
conservatives standing on the management of these museum’s collections in order to distinguish active erosion on
mineral artifacts or their absence during inspection sessions, as well as rapid methods of intervention to maintain them
using the means and capabilities available in the place. It also aims to evaluate the effect of this phenomenon on the
bronze artifacts displayed in the National Museum of Antiquities, by studying the composition of minerals, especially
copper alloys, with an attempt to show the various factors of damage that they are exposed to, and to provide the best
methods for their maintenance. According to the state of its preservation by distinguishing between the corrosion
products shown on it, the results obtained have helped us in suggesting the effective way to treat and preserve this
long-term archaeological heritage and protect it for future generations.
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3. Mourey (W), la conservation des antiquités métalliques, L.C.R.R.A, Draguignan, France, 1987, p.89.
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