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Brosses, a Jingjiao Phenomenon of the Middle Ages, Orientations, vol. 46, 2015, p. 60 .
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-Louis Hambis, Les Mythe De L’Aigle Et Ses Représentations Artistiques En Eurasie
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"Nestoriens", Arts Asiatiques, 1956, vol., n.4, p .279.
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4 Ibid., pp .285-286.
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— Border of Mongol Empire
= Campaigns of Genghis Khan

| == Campaigns of his successors |
~ Route of Marco Polo
nn Great Wall
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Maps
1. Region What khanate controlled Russia? Persia? Korea?

2. Region What parts of Asia did the Mongols fail to control?

1 -Mengtian Bai, op. cit., p. 51.
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L. Lieu Sam, op. cit., p. 20.
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See of the Catholicos
Metropolitan See

Bishoprics

Territorial province/Archbishopric

Reglon/tribe with East Syriac Christians and/or rulers

Location with East Syriac Christians
7 Single findings (g Crosses, mar ip
inscriptions, etc.)

L. Baum and W. Winkler, op. cit., p. 99
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1 - Florian Knothe, op. cit., p. 61.
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L. Florian Knothe, op. cit., p. 62.
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"I, BROTHER JOHN of the Order of Friars Minor, departed from Tauris
[Tabriz] a city of Persia, in the year of Our Lord 1291 and entered India and |
was in the country of India and in the Church of St. Thomas the Apostle for
13 months. And there | baptized about one hundred persons in different
places. And my fellow traveller was Brother Nicholas of Pistoia of the Order
of the Friars Preachers, who died there and was buried in the same church.
And going on further, | reached Cathay, the kingdom of the Emperor of the
Tartars, who is called the Great Chan. Indeed | summoned the Emperor
himself to receive the Catholic faith of Our Lord Jesus Christ with the letters
of the Lord Pope, but he was too far gone in idolatry. Nevertheless he behaves
very generously to the Christians and it is now the twelfth year that | have
been with him. However the Nestorians, who call themselves Christians, but
behave in a very unchristian manner, have grown so strong in these parts that
they did not allow any Christian of another rite to have any place of worship,
however small, nor to preach any doctrine but their own. For these lands have
never been reached by any apostle or disciple of the apostles and so the
aforesaid Nestorians both directly and by the bribery of others have brought
most grievous persecutions upon me, declaring that | was not sent by the Lord
Pope, but that | was a spy, a magician and a deceiver of men. And after some
time they produced more false witnesses, saying that another messenger had
been sent with a great treasure to the Emperor and that | had murdered him in
India and made away with his gifts. And this intrigue lasted above five years,
so that | was often brought to judgment, and in danger of a shameful death.
But at last, by God’s ordering, the Emperor came to know my innocence and
the nature of my accusers, by the confession of some of them, and he sent
them into exile with their wives and children.

Now | have been alone in this journeying without a confessor for eleven
years, until there came to me Brother Arnold, a German of the Cologne pro-
vince, more than a year ago. | have built a church in the city of Cambaliech
[Khanbalik or Peking] where the chief residence of the long is, and this |
completed six years ago and | also made a tower and put three bells in it. Mo-
rever | have baptized about 6,000 persons there up to the present, according to
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my reckoning. And if it had not been for the aforesaid slanders I might have
baptized 30,000 more, for I am constantly baptizing.

Also | have purchased by degrees forty boys of the sons of the pagans,
between seven and eleven years old, who as yet knew no religion. Here | bap-
tized them and taught them Latin and our rite, and | wrote for them about thir-
ty psalters and hymnaries and two breviaries by which eleven boys now know
the office. And they keep choir and say office as in a convent whether | am
there or not. And several of them write psalters and other suitable things. And
the Lord Emperor takes much delight in then : singing. And I ring the bells
for all the Hours and sing the divine office with a choir of « sucklings and
infants ». But we sing by rote because we have no books with the notes.

Of Good King George

A certain king of these parts, of the sect of the Nestorian Christians, who
was of the family of that great king who was called Prester John of India, at-
tached himself to me in the first year that | came here. And was converted by
me to the truth of the true Catholic faith. And he took minor orders and served
my Mass wearing the sacred vestments, so that the other Nestorians accused
him of apostasy. Nevertheless he brought a great part of his people to the true
Catholic faith, and he built a fine church with royal generosity in honour of
God, the Holy Trinity and the Lord Pope, and 214nglish214d according to my
name « the Roman church ». This King George departed to the Lord a true
Christian, leaving a son and heir in the cradle, who is now nine years old. But
his brothers who were perverse in the errors of Nestorius perverted all those
whom King George had converted and brought them back to their former
state of schism. And because | was alone and unable to leave the Emperor the
Chaan, I could not visit that church, which is distant twenty days’ journey.
Nevertheless if a few helpers and fellow workers were to come, | hope in God
that all could be restored for 1 still hold the grant of the late King George.

Again | say that 214nglis not been for the aforesaid slanders great results
might have followed. If | had even two or three fellow coadjutors, perhaps the
Emperor the Chan might have been baptized. | beg for some brethren to
come, if any are willing to do so, so being as they are such as are anxious to
offer themselves as an example and not to gain notoriety.

As to the road : | report that the way by the land of Cothay, the emperor of
the Northern Tartars, is safer and more secure, so that, travelling with envoys,
they might be able to arrive within five or six months. But the other route is
the most long and perilous since it involves two sea voyages, the first of
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which is about the distance of Acre from the province of Provence, but the
second is like the distance between Acre and England, and it may happen that
the journey is scarcely completed in two years. But the first was not safe for a
long time on account of the wars, and for twelve years | have not received
news of the Roman Curia, and of our Order and of the state of the West. Two
years ago there came a certain physician, a surgeon from Lombardy, who in-
fected these parts with incredible blasphemies about the Roman Curia and our
Order and the state of the West, whereupon | greatly desire to know the truth.
| ask the brethren who shall receive this letter that they should do their best to
bring its contents to the notice of the Lord Pope and Cardinals and the Procu-
rator of our Order hi the Curia. | beg the Minister General of our Order for an
antiphonary, and the legends of the saints, a gradual and a noted psalter as an
example, for | have nothing but a small breviary with shortened lessons and a
small missal.
If only | had an example, the aforesaid boys could make copies from it.

Now I am hi the act of building another church, so that the boys can be di-

vided among several places.
| have already grown old, and my hair is white from labours and tribula-

tions rather than years, for | am fifty-eight years old. | have an adequate
knowledge of the Tartar language and script, which is the usual language of
the Tartarsl, and now | have translated into that language and script the whole
of the New Testament and the Psalter and have 215nglis written in beautiful
characters. And | bear witness to the Law of Christ and read and preach open-
ly and in public. And | planned with the aforesaid King George, if he had li-
ved, to translate the whole of the Latin Office so that it might be sung through
the whole land under his dominion. And while he lived Mass was celebrated
in his church according to the Latin rite in their own script and language, both
the words of the Canon and the Preface. And the son of the said king is called
John after my own name and | hope in God that he will follow in the footsteps
of his father.

Now from what | have seen and heard, | believe that there is no king or
prince hi the world who can equal the Lord Chan in the extent of his land, and
the greatness of the population and wealth" @,

1. Dawson, op. cit., pp.224-228.
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"We rejoice in the Lord, noble Prince, and give him devout and abundant
thanks that he, in whose hand are the hearts of the princes of the Earth,
preventing you, as we have heard with joy, with gentle piety by the gift of his
grace has filled your inmost heart with such feelings that the desire of your
216nglish directed towards the enlarging of the boundaries of Christianity.
For shortly after the beginning of our promotion we received in audience
trustworthy messengers who had been sent by the magnificent Prince Arghun,
famous king of the Tartars, who told us very plainly that your Magnificence
bears a feeling of great love towards our person and the Roman Church and
also towards the nation or people of the Latins.

And the said messengers earnestly begged on behalf of the king that we
should send some Latin monks to your court.

But we, when we heard such pleasing and acceptable reports of so great
and so sublime a Prince, rejoiced exceedingly in the Lord, sincerely desiring
the increase of your health and the glory of your name and humbly
beseeching the Father of Lights from whom is every good gift and every
perfect gift that he will lighten your heart, ever proceeding from good to
better, with the gift of his inspiration and will sprinkle you with the dew of his
grace to the praise and honour of his glorious Name.

Wishing therefore to fulfil the king’s desires in this respect and greatly
longing that you may readily consent and be prepared and very eagerly agree
to accept the Christian faith which the aforesaid Church holds and preserves ;
since without his help accompanying none is able to please the Most High ;
See, we have thought right that our beloved son brother John of Monte
Corvino with his fellows of the Order of Minors, bearer of the present letter,

should be sent to you, earnestly praying you to receive him and his aforesaid
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companions with kindness (to whose teaching we desire that you may cleave
close, since it tells of things meet for salvation) and to grant them the help of
your royal favour for the healthful work committed to them, which has in
view the salvation of souls, that trusting in its protection they may be able to
conduct themselves with more advantage and effect in the same, and that you
may win from the Lord, who repays the least service with great rewards, the

prize of eternal blessedness "®.

1. Moule, op. cit., pp . 168-169.
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" Clement, Bishop, servant of the servants of God, to the beloved son in
Christ Brother John of Monte Corvino of the Order of Minor Brothers, chosen
and appointed by us to be Archbishop in Khan-balig, health and Apostolic
benediction, etc. . . . Below follows

It has quite lately been brought to the notice of us and of the Apostolic See
by trustworthy report that you, fired | with love and with zeal for the orthodox
Christian faith, | betook yourself once in person by command of the same !
See, with the previous consent and special permission of your Order and of
the Minister General, to the very countries of the unbelievers of the East to
gain for the living God the souls of the unbelievers ; and that in the lands of
the dominion of the Tartars you have by the favour of the grace of the holy
Spirit faithfully and diligently brought very many of the unbelievers through
the washing of holy baptism to the true faith of Christ.

And afterwards reaching the upper regions as it were of the great prince,
king of the Tartars, after many and various persecutions | and intrigues and
injuries brought upon you by the Nestorian heretics and many false
accusations added and innumerable strokes of trouble, you, like a faithful
athlete and most brave champion of Christ (he by whose command kings
reign and princes rule causing trust) when the truth , had been found out,
because of love of the said faith came deservedly into the great favour of the
said great king.41 | And so, the right hand of the Lord working wonders with
you and healthfully guiding your acts, you obtained leave to have a church
built to the honour of God and of the catholic faith in the city of Khan-baliq
(Cabalech), where is the great and honourable [seat] of the kingdom of the
said great king by the will of the same king.

In which, after a bell-tower had been built and bells put in the same,
causing stories of the New and Old Testament to be painted to teach the
unlearned [you have gathered] a congregation of boys whom you bought in
their childhood with alms given you by the faithful and joined to the unity of
the faithful by the sacrament of baptism, and whom, after they had been
sufficiently taught by you in the Latin tongue and | the teaching of Latin
letters, you have well and laudably instructed in the ecclesiastical Office
according to the rules of the Roman church, and have at the motion of the
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Lord healthily disposed [in two places]. And these brothers indeed or clerks,
by the help of the divine grace fervently intent on keeping the commandments
of God, bring praise to God in the same church, and sound and make resound
in a strange land the melody of the songs of Sion. And you yourself not the
less are doing in those regions many works of piety and love which increase
the faith and promote a great fruit and advantage of souls.

We however, whom zeal for the salvation of souls stirs healthfully to
promote this so pious business thus begun, extending the Apostolic eye of
watchfulness to the merits of the opinion of the holy See sent to you before,
and considering carefully that in the aforesaid regions must be placed the
angel who is clothed with a cloud, namely of the scripture of the prophets,
wears a rainbow on his head, that is to say, | mystically understood, having
the gift of the holy Spirit, convinces all adversaries of the truth and confutes
[them], and holding an open book in his hands, like a scribe instructed in the
kingdom of the heavens, teaches the people committed to him for salvation ;
and that through these other pious activities of your ministry, in which by the
inspiration of God you are faithfully and diligently engaged in the same
regions for the increase of the faith not without great ( labours and detractions
and attacks of mobs, when pernicious errors have been wholly removed,
heresies in those very regions will be taken out, schisms uprooted, and
great—mnay even the very greatest—good will come to the said great king and
to his kingdom and very many desirable things will follow, so that the glory
of the orthodox faith, as we hope, will be fortified there with so much the
more powerful strength as the king aforesaid and his kingdom aforesaid shall
be adorned with happier truth to the praise of the divine Name ; ordain You, a
professed member of the Order of Brothers Minor, whom trustworthy
testimonials commend with regard to knowledge of letters, strictness in
religion, cleanness of life, honesty of character, and gifts of other virtues,
Archbishop and appoint you to be pastor in the aforesaid city of Khan-baliq
by the advice of our ; brothers and fulness of Apostolic power, committing to
you the full charge and care of the souls which live in the above- mentioned
parts and in all others which are subject to the dominion of the Tartars, and
granting you by the same authority in him who gives grace and bestows
rewards full and free power to exercise all the rights which are recognized as
belonging to Archbishops according as canonical permissions allow ; and also
to your successors, Archbishops of Khan-balig who shall be for the time, to
use all and every gift and grant which by our letters we formerly thought
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ought to be allowed by Apostolic authority to those of your Order of Brothers
Minor who were setting out to the lands of the Saracens, pagans, and other
unbelievers ; trusting that through the care of your prudence and the exercise
of the work of prudence the people committed to you will chase away the
darkness of their errors and will turn their hearts perfectly to Christ the living
Lord and their Saviour, and being turned will be preserved from harm and
will be made perfect both in spiritual things and temporal by the increase of
wished for prosperity.

Take up therefore the light yoke of the Lord and submit the neck to his easy
burden, and so study diligently to carry out the charge) aforesaid committed
to your care that through these you 1 may be counted worthy to receive with
the elect the prize of eternal blessedness. "

1. Moule, op. cit., pp. 183-186.
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"To the Reverend Father in Christ, to Brother . . . Vicar of the Minister
General, and to the other brethren of the Vicariate of the East, Brother Pere-
grine, made bishop of poverty in another world, sends homage and greeting,
desiring to hear news from the world of the faithful.

For though I and my companions had acted like the prodigal son in flying
to distant lands, as others have done, yet the Order like a good mother ought
at least to remember the sons whom it has consigned to a strange exile. For a
mother’s heart does not treat a son with the rigour of justice. And below, and |
am a bishop, however unworthy. And below, and | reached Ca[m]-baliech
[Peking] with our father, Brother Andrew of Perugia the Bishop.

First of all I will speak of the Archbishop, Brother John. His outward life
is good and hard and difficult. For as to that King George, it is certain that he
converted him completely and worthily to the true faith, though previously he
had mingled with the Nestorians. And the king himself in one day converted
several thousands of his people. And had he lived, we should indeed have
subdued his whole people and kingdom to Christ, and a change might even
have been wrought with the Great Chan. For before the said Archbishop came
to the empire of the Great Chan, no Christian of whatever nation or class
could erect an oratory however small it might be, or a cross, on account of the
power of the Nestorians, who prevented it. And 221nglish were compelled
either to follow a schismatic and erroneous rite or to take the way of the unbe-
lievers. But after Brother John came, with the help of God he has erected a
number of churches, in spite of the Neslorians. And the other Christian
peoples who hate the schismatic Nestorians have followed Brother John, es-
pecially the Armenians who are now building for themselves a remarkable
church and intend to give it to him. Wherefore he is constantly with them and
has left the Latin Church to the other brethren. Likewise there are good Chris-
tians, called Alans, 30,000 of whom are in the great king’s pay, and these men
with their families come to Brother John ; and he preaches to them and encou-
rages them.

Nor do we see and we can preach to them and administer the Sacraments
of the Church. But among the infidel we can preach freely and in the mosque
[moscheta] of the Saracens we have preached often that they might be con-
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verted, and to the idolaters likewise in their great cities by means of two in-
terpreters. Many come together and wonder greatly and enquire diligently
about these things. And now it is begun, we have good hopes, seeing the
crowds eager to hear and running to where we preach. Truly we believe that if
only we possessed their languages, God would show forth His wonders. Truly
the harvest is great and the labourers are few and they have no sickle. For we
brethren are few and quite aged and unskilled in the learning of languages.
May God forgive those who hinder the brethren from coming. Of a truth | be-
lieve the enemy has done this for fear that we should invade his kingdom of
which he holds undisputed possession.

In Cambaliech there are the Archbishop and Brother Andrew of Perugia
and Brother Peter of Florence, the Bishop, and they lack nothing in temporal
things. But in spiritual things they have never been so rich. For the Holy Spi-
rit has fallen upon them and come on these two bishops, and they are so cons-
tant in prayer and in holy meditation and the Spirit so visits and consoles and
animates them that they seem to forget all else, waiting day and night in holy
vigils on the Lord.

Now | have been made Bishop of Cayton,1 and there | am free to serve
God in peace and quiet with three devout brethren. And these servants of God
are Brother John of Grimaldi, Brother

Emmanuel of Monticule and Brother Ventura of Sarezana who has become
a Friar in this country, and since they are well established in all virtues,
222nglis honoured by them. Would that we had a hundred like them with us !
In the city of Cayton we have a good church which an Armenian lady left us,
with a house, and she provided the necessaries of life for ourselves and for
others if they come. And outside the city we have a fair place with a wood
where we want to make cells and a chapel. We stand in need of nothing so
much as brethren, whom we long for. For Brother Gerard the Bishop is dead,
and we other Friars cannot live long, and no others have come. The church
will be left without baptism and without inhabitants.

If | were to write an account of the state of this mighty empire—the
greatness of its power, the size of its armies, the extent of its territory, the
amount of its revenue and its expenditure of charitable relief—it would not be
believed. The Latins here have 222nglish222dit in these respects to all the
other kings of the world, but I do not write how it surpasses them. The great
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city of Cayton, where we are, is on the sea and is distant about three months’
journey from Cambaliech the great"®

1. Dawson op. cit., pp. 232-234.
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"BROTHER ANDREW OF PERUGIA of the Order of Friars Minor, cal-
led by divine permission to be a bishop, to the reverend father Brother Guar-
dian of the Convent of Perugia : greeting and everlasting peace in the Lord.
And below he continues :

For on account of the vast distance of lands and seas that lies between you
and me, | can scarcely hope that the letters | have sent can reach your hands.
And below he goes on :

You should know that | with Brother Peregrine of good memory, my fel-
low bishop and the inseparable companion of my pilgrimage, with much la-
bour and weariness, fasting and hardship and danger by land and by sea, in
which we were robbed of everything, even our tunics and habits, came at last
with the help of God to the city of Cambaliech, the imperial residence of the
Great Chan, in the year of Our Lord’s Incarnation 1318, as | suppose.1l Here
we consecrated the Archbishop according to the mandate given us by the
Apostolic See, and stayed there almost five years. Throughout this time we
received alafa from the noble Emperor for the food and dress of eight per-
sons. For alafa is a grant which the Emperor makes to the envoys of great
men, to ambassadors, soldiers, artificers in different crafts, minstrels, poor
men and persons of every sort and kind ; and the sum of these grants exceeds
the income and expenditure of many Western kings.

| forbear to speak of the wealth and magnificence and glory of this great
Emperor, of the vastness of the empire and the number of its cities and their
size ; and of the government of the empire, in which no man dares to draw
sword against another ; for it would be too long to write and would seem un-
believable to my hearers. For even | who am on the spot hear such things that

| can hardly believe them.
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There is a certain large city by the ocean called Zayton in the Persian
tongue. In this city a rich Armenian lady has built a church, fair and large
enough, which she has given and bequeathed with suitable endowment to
Brother Gerard the Bishop and our brethren that were with him, after it had by
her will been made a cathedral by the Archbishop.

Now after the said Bishop, who was the first to hold the see, had died and
been buried there, the Archbishop wished to make me his successor. But as |
did not consent to this appointment and succession, he conferred it on Brother
Peregrine, the Bishop | have already mentioned, who betook himself there,
when he had an opportunity, and after he had ruled it for a few years ended
his life there in the year of Our Lord 1322, the day after the Octave of the
Apostles Peter and Paul. And since for various reasons | was not contented in
Cambaliech, almost four years before the death of the Bishop | got leave that
the aforesaid a/a/a, or imperial alms, should be paid to me at this city of Zay-
ton which as I said is almost three months’ journey from Cambaliech. | travel-
led there very honourably with a train of eight horses allowed me by the Em-
peror, and arrived while Brother Peregrine was still alive. There is a wood
near the city, a quarter of a mile away, and here | caused a fair and fitting
church to be built with buildings to house twenty brethren, and with four
chambers, any of which is good enough for a bishop.

Here then | have taken up my abode, and I live on the bounty of the Em-
peror which I have already referred to and which, according to the estimate of
the Genoese merchants, may amount to the value of a hundred gold florins or
thereabouts. And a great part of this alms | have spent in this house and |
think there is not a heritage among all those in our province to be compared
with it for beauty and convenience. At last, not long after the death of Brother
Peregrine, | received the Archbishop’s decree appointing me to the above ca-
thedral church, to which appointment | gave my assent as seemed reaso-

nable.And now I live either at the residence or church in the city or at the
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hermitage, according as | will. And I am healthy in body and vigorous and
active, so far as my age allows : in fact | have none of the natural defects and
characteristics of old age except my white hairs.

In this vast empire there are verily men of every nation under heaven and
of every sect ; and each and all are allowed to live according to their own sect.
For this is their opinion, or | should say their error, that every man is saved in
his own sect. And we can preach freely and securely, but of the Jews and the
Saracens none is converted. Of the idolaters, exceedingly many are baptized :
but when they are baptized they do not adhere strictly to Christian ways.

Concerning the Holy Brethrenl

Four of our brethren were martyred by the Saracens in India : one of whom
was thrown twice over into a great fire and came out unhurt. Yet none of them
was converted from his unbelief by such a stupendous miracle.

| have taken care to send a brief account of all these things to your Paterni-
ty that through you they may be brought to the notice of others. | do not write
to my spiritual brethren and my chief friends because | know not who has
died and who still live. So | pray that they hold me excused. But | greet them
all and commend myself to all as closely as | can. And do you, Father Guar-
dian, commend me to the Minister and the Guardian at Perugia and to all the
brethren in general. All the suffragan bishops appointed by the Lord Pope
Clement for the see of Kambalik have departed to the Lord in peace. | alone
remain. Brother Nicholas of Banthra [Banzia] and Brother Andrutius of Assisi
and another bishop died on their entry into Lower India in an exceedingly hot
country where many other brethren have died and been buried. May your Pa-

ternity fare well in the Lord now and for ever" &,

1. Dawson, op. cit., p. 235-237.
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Abstract: The research deals with the study of Christianity in the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries AD during the reign of the Mongol Yuan dynasty
founded by Kubilai, grandson of Genghis Khan. And Although there are
many Christian sects in the areas under the influence of the Mongols, the
focus in this study is largely on both the Nestorians, whose oldest historical
trace goes back to the seventh century AD, and the Catholic missions by the
papacy in order to convert them, These two doctrines, in addition to many
religions, achieved relative success under the policy of tolerance adopted by
the successors of Genghis Khan, in their desire to attract scholars and clerics
regardless of their doctrines.

Keywords: Yuan Dynasty, China, Mongolia, Nestorian, Catholic Mission,
Toleration Relgious.



