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France and the *Sahara Project™ between 1920 and 1957:
delineating borders and impact
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Abstract:

The importance of the Sahara emerged in the French colonial
agenda, after the discovery of the underground riches, and in this
context the French projects came to establish frameworks for the
economic valuation of the French Sahara, by undertaking a deep
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reform in order to re-divide andorganize the Sahara with the
emergence of the term

Separation, which means separating the Algerian south from its
north, from in order to develop the”French Sahara”, by exploiting
its wealth within the framework of administrative and political
unit, the issue of border regulation posed an extremely difficult
and complex problem, to enact the idea of the economic and
ethnic path for the people as a criterion for the administrative
division of the desert lands.

Keywords: Sahara; Algeria; Borders; division; Separation;
regulation; politics; France.
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®.René VALET, Le Sahara algérien, étude de I’organisation
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Alger, imp, la typo-litho, 1927, p 33 et 81-91.

® - Yagl KOUZMINE ET ALI, « Etapes de la Structuration
Convoitises Economiques, Projets Politiques et Aménagements
des Territoires », article, In: Annales de Géographie, n° 670,
2009, p 669.

(N-René VALET,Op.cit ; pp 12-14.

®)- Bruno VERLET, Le Sahara, presses universitaires de France,
paris, revue n°766, 1959, p 56.
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(10-André BOURGEOT,«Sahara: Espace Géostratégique et Enjeux
Politiques (Niger)», In Revue Nagd, La nouvelle donne
géostratégique, Revue d’Etudes et de Critique Sociale, Algérie,
n°31, éditée par la société d’édition et d’animation scientifique et
culturelle SARL, Algérie, 2013, p 171-172.
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(14) _.André BOURGEOT, Op cit; p p 161- 170.
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(23-STRASSER Daniel, Réalités et Promesses Sahariennes
(Aspects Juridiques et Economiques de la Mise en Valeur
Industrielles du Sahara Francais), Encyclopédie d’Outre-mer,
Paris« 1956,p 28.
@4)-1bid, pp 28-29.
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30)-Daniel STRASSER, op. cit; p 30.
(-Léon LEHURAUX, Documents politiques, économiques et
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d’Outre-mer, Document n°6, Mars 1952, éditions de I’Union
Francais, Paris, p 03.
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Ibid, p 32.-135(

(36)-Daniel STRASSER, Op. cit; p 32.
G7)- |bid, p 197.

(38) _1bid, p 180.

(39)-Daniel STRASSER, Op. cit; p 180.

(40)-pjerre CORNET, Sahara, terre de demain, Paris, Nouvelles
Editions Latines, 1986, p 222.
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“2)-André BOURGEOT: Op. cit; p 173.
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(49..M. DE LATTRE, Op. cit; p 360.
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