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Tolerance between the biblical religions of Mohammed Arkoun
Tolérance entre les religions bibliques de Mohammed Arkoun
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Abstract

The human dimension is the cornerstone of interfaith dialogue, the culture of
tolerance and coexistence. It is not only for the dialogue of the elites and the
union of religions for a world that seeks peace and respect for human beings.
Here we must recognize that the excesses of antagonisms and all kinds of
violence, which have worsened between what we call Islam and the West. This is
what was called by Mohammed Arkoun starting from re-reading the texts critical
reading. It was only to dismantle the speeches and put them in their historical
contexts. The concept of tolerance passed through the stages of intellectual basic
contributed to its relationship with the reality of political and social modernity in
a world characterized by pluralism. This requires a successful settlement to
overcome the conflicts of intolerance among the three biblical religions: Judaism,
Christianity and Islam. Tolerance is a striking blow to the phenomenon of
difference and the pursuit of the conditions of peaceful coexistence through
dialogue. It is a phenomenon that is inherent to human architecture and is a
mutual recognition of the other. Mohamed Arkoun concludes that the countries
of the Islamic world did not know the policy of tolerance in practice, but at the
theoretical level recognizes that the great texts were the seeds of the first idea of
tolerance, and provides models whose call for tolerance, but it does not comply to
historical reality. Its achievement is impossible because of the dominant social
structures and dominant frameworks of thought. It also systematically emphasizes
the need for self-criticism of all past experiences and the rereading of the three
biblical religions. This concludes that the main obstacle to tolerance among the
biblical religions is the theological position. This ostracism between the three
competing versions of the religion of monotheism. The respect for the other,
regardless of religious or sectarian affiliations, appeared only in the era of
intellectual modernity or enlightenment philosophy, when it first recognized
Catholic Christianity Islam and Judaism. He rejects the idea of the appropriation
of the divine truth as it had prevailed in the past.

Keywords: Tolerance; non-tolerance; co-existence; biblical religions; theologian

attitude; religious thought; Islam and Christianity; interfaith dialogue.

Résumé
La dimension humaine est la pierre angulaire du dialogue interreligieux, de la

culture de la tolérance et de la coexistence, et non du dialogue des élites et de
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I’union des religions pour un monde qui recherche la paix et le respect de ’étre
humain. C’est dans cette perspective que le penseur Mohammed Arkoun a appelé
a la relecture critique des textes pour les replacer dans leur contexte historique.
C’est ainsi que le concept de tolérance doit étre revisité afin de contribuer a un
réglement fructueux des conflits d'intolérance entre les trois religions bibliques: le
judaisme, le christianisme et l'islam. Et la recherche des conditions de la
coexistence pacifique par le dialogue, phénoméne inhérent a l'architecture
humaine s’avére incontournable. C’est une reconnaissance mutuelle de 1’autre.
Mohamed Arkoun conclut que les pays du monde islamique ne connaissaient pas
la politique de tolérance dans la pratique, mais reconnait théoriquement que les
grands textes étaient les germes de la premicre idée de tolérance, et fournit des
modeles dont I’appel a la tolérance, Mais il ne résonne pas avec la réalité
historique et, il est impossible de le réaliser en raison des structures sociales et
des cadres de pensée dominants. Il souligne, par ailleurs, la nécessité de
l'autocritique de toutes les expériences passées et de la relecture des trois
religions bibliques.

Mots clés: Tolérance; non-tolérance; coexistence; religions bibliques; attitude

théologien; pensée religieuse; islam et christianisme; dialogue interreligieux.
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