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VAGABONDAGE ENTRE LES CULTURES DANS LES CORRESPONDANCES D’ISABELLE EBERHARDT

ANNEXE PHOTOGRAPHIQUE
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Figures 1 et 2 : Registre de correspondances commencées 3 Marseille le 13 octobre

1899, (ANOM 23X48). Photo : Ema Galifi.
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Figures 3 : Recto et verso d'un projet de lettre d’Isabelle Eberhardt a Lakhdar Ben
Salah, probablement réalisé lorsqu’elle résidait encore 4 la Villa-Neuve, a Geneve et

qu’elle signait encore Nicolas Podolinsky, (ANOM, 23X58). Photo : Ema Galifi.

213

~—~
—



Figure 4 : Derni¢re page écrite en calligraphie arabe d’une lettre de trois pages a
Sliméne Ehnni, le 24 juillet 1901, 3 Marseille (ANOM, 23X21). Photo : Ema Galifi.
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Trips are a fertile field, allowing a wide scope for studying
travel literature by orientalists who were fascinated by the magic
of the East and the strange customs and traditions that they
found in other peoples, as well as the historical aspect of
unknown periods in the history of peoples. .

As for Isabelle Eberhardt's trip to Algeria, it was prepared in
advance in a plan she wrote in Marseille upon her return to
Algeria again. The discovery for the first time was a coincidence
that later turned into an unfinished passion and love. Her love
and fondness for the Algerian desert may be due to her reading
of the orientalists who make the desert a magical place. Secrets,
mystery, strange practices and unknown rituals, but experiencing
them changed her view to turn her life into hell, and this is
through her letters to her brother Augustan, as she begged him
to help her from the miserable situation she was living during her
stay in the valley, for example.

It was the beginnings of an exploratory trip to the depths of the
Tunisian south within the framework of an investigation
commissioned by the traveler to investigate the murder of the
husband of the Marquise de Morder after the traveler got into
financial problems during her stay in Paris that made her accept
this mission to get money and her access to the Algerian lands

and her discovery of these areas was no more than a pure
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coincidence that led her Then, in this first trip in 1899, it took a
circular path to return from where it began, i.e. to Geneva,
Switzerland. As for the second trip, which was the beginning of
1900-1901, the plan for this path was prepared in advance.
This trip begins from Cagliari, Italy, and then takes
A circular path to return again to Switzerland after the attempt to
assassinate her in the valley and the expulsion of the French
authorities from her from the Algerian territories. Then she
returns again and takes a last but different trip this time where
her path is within the Algerian country, except for her visit to
Oujda on the Moroccan border, and she ends up dying in Ain al-
Safra in 1904.
The travelers were like other orientalists who visited the region
before them. They were pawns of colonialism, intentionally or
unintentionally. They served the colonial project by exploring
these areas of Algeria. Just as the travelers used those who
preceded her who discovered Africa before her, such as André
Gide and Devarier, the travelers who visited these regions
afterwards were influenced by the writings of Isabel. Eberhart
and the reports that she wrote, they acknowledge her thanks in
opening the horizons for them in discovering these remote
areas. What distinguished the travel literature of Isabel Eberhadt

is the tyranny of the diaries on the scene of this journey, which
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in addition to the multiplicity of contents and monitoring of the
ethnographic scenes that were embroidered

Her diaries, stories, and thoughts, as she used letters frequently
in her dealings, she always sends and receives messages, as
she chronicled her journey to an important stage in Algerian
history. On it, colonialism became a reality.

It is noticeable that Eberhardt was a lot of reading, keen
observation and intelligent recall, and her writings, whether

stories, diaries or letters, are worthy of study and research.



