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Historial and archaeological research in the methodology of Professor Abdel Aziz Laraj
Prof. Dr. Layth Shaker Mahmoud
College of Arts / University of Baghdad

Summary:

The method of Mr. Abdelaziz Laradj is characterized by employing the science of
history and archeology in parallel in drawing the image and nature of the Islamic city in
general and the image of the Algerian Islamic city in particular, and this method is rarely
found among Arab and Muslim researchers in academic research. Research, teaching and
writing. Because of Professor Laradj’s passion for the Islamic city for a long time, and his
specialization in Islamic history and antiquities, the Islamic city occupied a large space in
Professor Laraj’s writings, especially the Islamic city in Algeria and throughout medieval and
modern Islamic history. This topic is very important for the study of Islamic history and
antiquities. On the methodology of Mr. Laraj in the study of the Islamic city through his
famous books and the book (The Zellij in Islamic Architecture in Algeria in the Turkish Era)
and the book (Civil Facilities in the City of Miliana in the Ottoman Era - An Archaeological
Study.

The research is divided into two main axes: The first deals with the historical
methodology of Professor Abdelaziz Larajj, in which | dealt with the impact of the modern
Algerian Tarakhsah School on the thought and methodology of Professor Larajj, and what are
the intellectual influences after the liberation of 1962. Whether it is the Islamic city of al-
Mansur in Tlemcen or his study of a city full of people. In this axis, the researcher relies on
historical sources as a contemporary document for the Islamic city. Finally, he studies the
second axis, “Professor Laraj’s methodology in studying the antiquities of the Islamic city.”
He dealt with himself, the turn in the study of antiquities, and his specialization in academic
life and outlook On his writings, and in it we dealt with the topic of his studies of Islamic
buildings in the cities of Mansoura and Meliana, his book Al-Zalij and its intellectual and
cognitive content because of the valuable information it contains about the remaining
antiquities of the Islamic city of Algeria until the end of the Ottoman era.

Keywords:
Professor Abdelaziz Laradj; Islamic architecture and antiquities in Algeria; Zellij; historical
research methodology; Algerian archaeological research methodology.
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